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H U M 0 R

-from_highbrow wtt to
crew-ball shtick, through good times and bad, it lifts our
pirit and lightens our stress load. In literature, film,
televi ion, clubs, classroom , and conversations, humor
helps provide perspective on ourselves and others.
"I Luman beings are the only species who laugh, yet
there is no physiological reason why," says Kay Caskey, a
1
graduat of W t rn Michigan University's specialty
c rtificate program in holistic health. But Caskey and
Laurie Morri Young, M.. '70, another graduate of the

Tim

specialty certificate program,
believe so strongly in the therapeutic importance of
laughter that they've based a business on it. Through
their company, Laughter Works, Caskey and Young present workshops on stress management that emphasize the
use of humor as a coping device. The two also teach
Health and Humor, a graduate-level class in WMU's
Division of Continuing Education.
"In a society where stress is so prevalent, it's hard for
people to get along," says Caskey, who with Young presented a paper at the Tenth International Humor

Conference held this July in Paris,
France. "That's where laughter comes
in; when you're laughing, it's impossible to fight or flee.
Laughter forges a bond between people; it's how we survive with ourselves and others.'
Humor has long been a valued art form, spawning
respected genres of literary writing such as hyperbole,
satire, irony, and parody. In recent years, though, many
academicians, health professionals, and others have taken
a closer look at the role humor plays in maintaining an
Continued on page I 1

en's gags, gadgets, and grunts build a solid hit

Who's this character on prime time TV, swaggering
around in a tool belt, grunting like a pig, and sending his
show's Nielsen ratings through the roof? And isn't that a
We t rn Michigan University sweatshirt he's wearing on
nationwide televi ion?
Darn right. Au ugh! That' Tim Allen, star and
executive con ultant of' Home Improvement," the
biggest new hit of the 1991-92 season.
If at o Timothy Allen ick, B.S. '76-hence the
WMU sweatshirt. (He shortened his name when he
' nt into how bu ines ). lien majored in communication, specializing in radio and television
production, and later married his college sweetheart, the former Laura eibel, B.A. '7 .
Married, heck. He's one major celebrity who's
proud to admit that he love hi wife, praising her steadfast loyalty to him in an issue
of A ople magazin .
All n is at o gaining the loyalty of
legion of ''Home Improvement" fan
playing the power-tool-toting hu band
of an unawed wife and the sometimes
boyish father of thr e sons. The ABC
situation comedy finished No. 5 in
the Niel en 's last year and ranked as
high a No. 2 during summer rerun.
The WMU alumnus recently
won the 'People's Choice
Award ' for "Favorite Male
Performer in a New Television
ri ," while "Home
Improvement" wa awarded
'Favorite New Television
Comedy erie . ' Hi two
howtime comedy special , "Tim Allen Rewires
America" and Men are Pigs,"
r ceived critical acclaim and the latter
won him the 1990 ACE Award for "Best
Performance in a Comedy Special." This July he
topped an Entertainment Weekly poll as the "funniest
actor on television," while "Home Improvement" led the
magazine' related poll as "favorite television comedy
series." A month later, he was co-hosting television's
Emmy wards with "Cheers" actress Kirstie Alley and former ' aturday Night Live" cast member Dennis Miller.

When questioned about "Home Improvement's" success, Allen says he has always been able to spot trends,
and attributes the show's appeal to America's rediscovery of the value of the nuclear family.
"Our show doesn't try to glorify the
family. It just illustrates certain
traits that have gotten
kind of lostlike

Alumnus
Tim Allen has hit
the big time with his
television sitcom, 'Home
lmprovf!ment."

camaraderie," he says. "It shows that there are still families out there who do get along, who like having fun with
each other. They're not all dysfunctional. There's some
legitimate family caring between (my TV wife) Patricia
and the boys and myself."
There are lots of laughs as well. In the tradition of
Roseanne Arnold and Jerry Seinfeld, Allen has parlayed
his stand-up comic persona (a man 's man who views
Sears as a hardware Mecca and his tool pegboard as an
altar) into a sitcom that has captured the collective heart
and imagination of his audience.
Allen plays Tim Taylor, a sort of Billy the
Kid in a tool belt and the star of a doit-yourself home improvement
show, "Tool Time." A macho
kind of guy, Taylor thinks a hard
hat and safety goggles are a turnon. He's "a Bob Vila on acid," says
Allen, who as ego-sensitive Taylor
accidentally knocks the know-it-all
home repair icon out cold when Vila
guests on his television show.
At home the "handy man from hell"
is an affable, though slightly befuddled,
family man with a penchant for rewiring
his household appliances to the max, usually with disastrous results. One of last season's highlights was a show in which Taylor
soups up his riding lawn mower and transforms into a suburban Easy Rider, complete
with crash helmet.
As a male prototype of the 1990s men's movement, the guy is desperately struggling to find a
balance between his sensitive, liberated side and
his self-important, prideful side. The confusion
that ensues provides many of "Home Improvement's" finest introspective moments as he
Continued on page 12
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Three receive honorary degrees

Congressman Howard Wolpe, balletmaster Jurgen
Schneider, and medieval specialist Dr. Hans-Erich Keller
are all recent recipients of honorary degrees from Western
Michigan University.
Congressman Howard Wolpe received an honorary doctor of public service degree June 27 at WMU's commencement exercises. A member of WMU's Department of
Political Science from 1967 to 1972, Wolpe has represented Michigan's 3rd Congressional District since 1978.
He has announced plans to retire after his current seat
was eliminated by redistricting.
His congressional activities have included opposing
apartheid; supporting environmental protection, energy,
and research and development issues; and advocating
policies that improve U.S. business competitiveness and
encourage regional investments in infrastructure, education, and worker training and retraining programs. Wolpe
also has been instrumental in helping WMU secure several
federal grants and has donated three congressional pay
raises to the University, creating the Howard Wolpe Fund
for the Study of Politics and supporting the University's
Institute for the Study of Race and Ethnic Relations.
Schneider, the founder of WMU's annual ballet teacher
seminar and student conference in the Russian method,
received an honorary doctor of fine arts degree August 8.
Schneider was presented with the degree at the concluding workshop performance of this year's seminar and student conference, which was celebrating its tenth
anniversary. A native of what is now Germany, Schneider
was a principal dancer with two East German ballet companies before studying in the Soviet Union, where he later

H-=-ppy

trained with the Bolshoi
Ballet and the Vaganova
Choreograp hic School.
He joined the American
Ballet Theatre in New York
in 1974 as a coach and
teacher. He became balletmaster two years later and
held this position until1991.
Schneider was the private
coach to Natalia Makarova
and Mikhail Baryshnikov,
among others. He also performed with the American
Ballet Theatre and served as
balletmaster in the popular
movie, Turning Point. He
currently conducts teacher
training programs and master classes in ballet through- Congressman Howard Wolpe was among three persons w1th distingwshed careers who recently
out the United States as well
were presented with honorary degrees from Western Michigan University.
as abroad.
At a special convocation
medieval culture. For the last four decades , in both
May 7, WMU awarded an honorary doctor of humane letEurope and the United States, he ha made s entia! conters degree to Keller, professor of Romance literatures
tributions to the under tanding of medi eval and mod rn
and linguistics at Ohio State University. The convocation
Romance languages and literatures. He is one of the
was conducted during the University's International
world 's foremost authorities on the medieval epic. The
Congress on Medieval Studies, which is sponsored by the
Song of Roland, and has taught at the Univer ity of
Medieval Institute.
Michigan in addition to universities in Switzerland ,
Keller has provided strong support for the institute's
efforts to encourage research and to advance knowledge of Austria, and the Netherland .

.Anl.--i'V~rs-=-ry

Below: The term "book learning" has a special meaning for
medieval scholars VISiting KalamE!zoo Each year, thousands of
medieval specialists from around the globe gather on Western
Michigan University's campus to compare notes on the Middle

Ages at the International Congress on Medieval Stud1es, the
worlds largest and best known gathenng of rned1eval studies specialists. "My colleagues around the world refer to
Kalamazoo as 'a Mecca for annual pilgrimages by
medievalists'," says Dr. Otto GnJndler, director of WMU's
Medieval Institute, the congress' sponsor. This year's event
marked the thirtieth anniversary of the congress, which was
first convened in 1962 with 150 participants. The congress
was held every other year until1970 when it became an
annual event. In 1979 the word "international" was added to
the congress' tttle to reflect its standing m the world community. This year participants came about from twenty-three
nations.
Right: On April 29 WMU celebrated the twenty-fifth anniversary of its master of business admmtstration degree in
Grand Rapids with a reception at the Grand Rapids
Regional Center. Participants included. from left. President
Diether H. Haenicke: Susan Shannon, M.B.A. '87, executive
director of the Grand Rapids YWCA; Grand Rapids Mayor
John Logie; and Dr Darrell G. Jones, retired dean of the
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Sculptures installed

Eleven sculptures by p rofessio nal
artis ts from seven sta tes and Canada
were installed on the Western
Mlchtgan University campus this
summer as part of a year-long,
outdoor exhibition. The
Sculpture Tour Program is
intended to be an annual
exterior sculpture
invitational exhib it that
will feature a
diversity of
approaches and
content while
enhancing the
campus
environment.

Haworth College of Busmess. Jones, who returned to the faculty th1s year, was honored for twenty-five years of service to
WMU as a faculty member, department chairperson, and dean.
The University established 1ts M.B.A. program in Grand Rapids
in 1964, one year before opening its regional center in the city.
The first M B.A. recipients graduated in 1967. WMU started
offering courses in Grand Rapids in 1916.

s part of year-long exhibition
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Above left: "Sky Grinder" by Glenn Zweygardt, professor of sculpture at
Alfred University m New York.

Western M1ch1gan University IS an equal opportumty/alf1rmat1ve act1on mst1tut1on and a member of
the American Association of State Colleges and Universities and the Co uncil for Advancement and
Support of Education .

Above center: "B1g House, from the DomestiC Senes " by Norman Taylor.
professor of art at the University of Washington at Seattle.

0

Alumn i Association Officers
President: Barbara Lett Simmons, BA '49, Washington D.C. Vice President: John Yellich, BA '68, MA
'71, Broomfield, CO. Treasurer· Julie Schodowski Sikorski, BBA '82, Rochester Hills, MI. Past
President: Patrick Laughlin, BA '68, Lansmg.
Alumni Association Directors
John A. Binion, BBA '68, Haslett. Cheryl Costley. MA '74, Hickory Corners. Mark Czuk, '94, Portaoe.
Robert Dentson, BBA '52. Kalamazoo. Robert Ethridge, BA '62, MA '70, Stone Mountain, GA. Richard
M. Fluke, MBA '64, Kalamazoo. Robert A. Hood, BBA '68, Detroit. Rose Ke1ser, MA '74, Nlfes. Larry
Leatherwood, BA '69, MPA '82. Dennis McCrumb, BS '71, Kalamazoo. Robert G. Mlfler, BA '72,
Mattawan. Susan Hutchings Neumann, BA '76, St. Joseph. Manlyn Peterson, BS '66, MA '72, St.
Joseph. Francine Zeidman Rossi, BA '72, Chicago, fL. Wendy Stock, BBA '72, Grand Rapids Richard
Washburn, BS '63, MA '64, Kalamazoo. Katharme L. Werme, BBA '89, Kalamazoo. Deborah S. Wolf,
BS '73, MA '75, Muskegon. Robert Zakar, BBA '73, Dearborn. Philip Zweroel, BBA '59, Stephenson.

Above right: "Oh Myopia!" by Glenn Dasher, assoc1ate professor of art at
the University of Alabama at Huntsville.

Left: "The Crustacean Throne " by Dale Wedig , professor of art at Northern
Michtgan Umversity.
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University News in Brief
• New deans take the helm in four areas
Dr. Lowell E.
Crow has been
named interim
dean of the
Haworth College
of Business.
Crow had been
associate dean of
the college since
1989. Previously,
Lowell E. Crow
Rollin G. Douma
he was chairperson of the
Department of
Marketing. He
replaces Dr.
Darrell G. Jones,
who has
returned to the
faculty after a
long and distinguished career at
the college's
Joseph G Reish
Danny E Sledge
helm.
Dr. Rollin G.
Douma has been named interim dean of the Graduate
College. Douma had been associate dean of the Graduate
College since 1979. An associate professor of English, he
replaces Dr. Laurel A. Gretzinger, who returned to the
faculty after thirteen years as dean.
Dr. Joseph G. Reish, a professor of French, has been
named interim dean of the Lee Honors College. Reish,
had been associate dean of the Lee Honors College since
19 and was its assistant director from 1987 to 1988. He
replaces Dr. Faith Gabelnick, who has accepted the position of provost and dean of the faculty at Mills College in
Oakland, California.
Danny E. ledge, B.M. '74, M.A. '76, has been appointed
acting dean of students. Sledge, director of minority
affairs since 1988, replaces Dr. Theresa A. Powell, who has
been promoted to vice president for student affairs. Sledge
is a former director of the Martin Luther King, Jr.
Program and a former associate director of the Office of
Admissions and Orientation.
• University sets eighth straight grant record
Grants awarded to WMU reached a record of nearly $13.4
million at the close of the 1991-92 fiscal year June 30. The
total reflects a $1 million or 9 percent increase over the
previous fiscal year. This marks the eighth consecutive
year of record growth in external support for University
projects. The 1991 -92 figure is nearly $10 million more
than the grant total for 1984-85, the year WMU began its
move toward becoming a more research intensive
institution.
Using the 1984-85 total of $3.9 million as a benchmark
figure, President Diether H. Haenicke challenged the faculty in 1986 to double research awards within five years.
This feat was accomplished with the close of the 1987-88
fiscal year, and the amount was more than tripled by the
end of 1990-91. According to Dr. Donald E. Thompson,
WMU vice president for research , the record total reflects
a broad base of research activities now firmly established
at the University, continued growth in several key areas
for which WMU has achieved national and international
recognition, and the contribution of both veteran campus
researchers and productive new members of the faculty.
• Program aids financially strapped students
WMU's newly created Job Opportunity Bank program,
similar to the national work-study program, will assist
new students this fall who are feeling the pinch from
recession-induced financial aid problems. Three vice presidents have set aside 250 student jobs that on the average
will provide $4.35 an hour for ten hours per week for
thirty weeks during the regular 1992-93 academic year.
This amounts to $1,305 per student, or about $312,000 of
the University's $4.3 million in student wages.
"As our dependency on tuition for revenue increases,
we need to focus much more attention on the structure of
our financial aid packages," said Dr. Nancy S. Barrett,
provost and vice president for academic affairs. "Because
this new demand comes on the heels of a flat state appropriation and serious economic belt-tightening at WMU,
we need to be more creative, and I believe the JOB program is a modest effort to provide more employment
opportunities, rather than have these new students mortgage their futures by taking out more loans."

• Hood, Wolpe join race, ethnic relations board
State Rep. Morris Hood (D-Detroit) and U.S. Rep. Howard
Wolpe (D-Lansing) are among fifteen persons who have
been named to the advisory board of the Institute for the
Study of Race and Ethnic Relations in the College of Arts
and Sciences. The institute, one of the first of its kind in
the nation and the first to be announced in Michigan, was
established to promote academic inquiry into the causes
of and solutions for racial and ethnic tension. It also offers
programs that contribute to public understanding of
racial and ethnic issues. In 1989 Hood was instrumental
in providing state support to establish the institute and in
1990 Wolpe donated his congressional pay raise to the
institute.
Other advisory board members are: Joyce A. Brown,
president of the Battle Creek Urban League; Dr. Douglas
P. Ferraro, dean of WMU's College of Arts and Sciences;
Lisa Garcia, executive director of the Hispanic Center of
Western Michigan in Grand Rapids; the Rev. Dr. Otha
Gilyard, pastor of Mount Zion Baptist Church in
Kalamazoo; Beverly A. Moore, M.S.W. '82, mayor of
Kalamazoo; Linda Mah, staff writer at the Kalamazoo
Gazette; James R. Mosby, Jr., editor of the Kalamazoo
Gazette; Jorge J. Ruano, director of the Hispanic
American Council of Kalamazoo; Dr. James Rudder,
superintendent of the Benton Harbor Public Schools; Dr.
Luis H. Toledo, transplantation surgeon at Borgess
Medical Center in Kalamazoo; Dr. Valora Washington,
vice president-program at theW. K. Kellogg Foundation
of Battle Creek; Freddye Webb-Petett, program director at
the W. K. Kellogg Foundation of Battle Creek; and
Carolyn H. Williams, judge for the Kalamazoo County
Juvenile Court. The institute director is Dr. Earl M.
Washington.
• Belleville wins prestigious MASEA Award
Gary L. Belleville, director of the
WMU Student Employment Referral
Service, has received the prestigious
Cherie Lenz Award from the Midwest
Association of Student Employment
Administrators for his contributions
to student employm~nt and longtime service to the organization.
Belleville is only the second recipient
of the award in the organization's
Gary L. Belleville
thirty-one-year history. He has served
as president of the MASEA and currently chairs its long-range planning committee. He was
recognized in part for being instrumental in developing a
state network for student employment administrators that
is now being used as a national model.
• College creates physician assistant department
The College of Health and Human Services now has a
Department of Physician Assistant to better integrate
administration of WMU's physician assistant baccalaureate degree program. Previously, the program was housed
in the college's School of Community Health Services,
which was created in 1988-89 to provide a formal departmental unit to encompass several health and human services related programs.
The Physician Assistant Program educates assistants to
primary care physicians. The other programs that will
remain in the School of Community Health Services are
graduate specialty certificate programs in holistic health,
gerontology, and alcohol and drug abuse; an undergraduate minor in gerontology; and the health care administration concentration that leads to a master's degree in
public administration.
• WMU offers two new doctoral programs,
adds two specialty programs in Muskegon
Beginning this fall, new doctor of philosophy degree programs in history and political science are being offered in
addition to the thirteen doctoral programs WMU already
offers. The Ph.D. in history emphasizes cultural and social
historical theory as a framework for using multidisciplinary research techniques on many forms of material
evidence. It is intended to serve the needs of public history and applied career fields as well as to train college
and university faculty. The Ph.D. in political science
emphasizes the comparative study of political systems,
political institutions, and policy-making. It is designed to
meet the projected need for new social science faculty at
colleges and universities in the next decade.
Two graduate specialty certificate programs have also
been added to the numerous programs the University

offers through its Muskegon Regional Center. The holistic
health care and the alcohol and drug abuse program are
being offered in Muskegon for the first time. Both are
eighteen-hour programs designed for persons who already
hold a graduate degree or who plan to pursue one of the
two specialties in conjunction with a graduate degree. The
health program seeks to improve the effectiveness of
human services professionals through advanced training
in select areas, while the alcohol and drug program seeks
to train substance abuse professionals in a variety of
important areas.

• Foundation honors two outstanding volunteers
TheWMU
Foundation recognized Willard
A. "Bill" Brown
Jr., B.S. '53, of
Chicago and
Patricia A.
Waring, B.S. '65,
of Grand Rapids
June 12 for their
Willard A. Brown Jr.
Patricia A. Waring
outstanding contributions as
fund-raising volunteers. The two were honored at the
sixth annual Academy of Volunteers Recognition Dinner
and Dance. Waring was inducted as a member of the
academy and Brown, already a member, was named
Volunteer of the Year. The academy was established in
1985 to recognize the contributions of volunteers to fund
raising at WMU. This year's program included a celebration of the fifteenth anniversary of the WMU Foundation.
Brown, a foundation director since 1983 and a member
of the President's Club of major donors, is chairman and
chief executive officer of Rubloff, Incorporated, a national
corporate and institutional real estate company headquarte~ed in Chicago. He was a 1983 recipient of the WMU
Alumni Association's Distinguished Alumni Award and,
from 1986 to 1989, served three con ecutive terms as th e
foundation's chairperson. Waring is an academic adviser
at Davenport College in Grand Rapids. She was cited for
her leadership as chairperson of the 1991-92 Annual Fund
for Western and for her role as co-chairperson of the
Grand Rapids area campaign for WMU's new business
building. She and her husband, William, B.B.A. '63, are
members of the President's Club of major donors.
• Southwest Regional Center moves to new offices
WMU has relocated its regional center from Lake
Michigan College to St. Joseph High School under a fiveyear lease agreement for use of a wing at the high school.
The college's successful campaign to raise funds to complete its Mendel Center for Arts and Technology, combined with growth in other areas, has resulted in
insufficient comparable space for WMU. In addition to
offering nine degree programs, the center has satellite
receiving, video, and cable television capability, and provides access to the MichNet computer network, a
statewide resource for worldwide information.
• Library group launches charter membership drive
Individuals wishing to strengthen and support the activities of WMU's libraries are being offered the chance to do
so. The Friends of the University Libraries has launched a
charter membership drive directed at individuals and
organizations outside the University and WMU faculty,
staff, and students. The group's goals are to offer an
opportunity for interested individuals to come together
with a common interest in the literary and cultural activities of the University libraries, to encourage gifts and
bequests for the libraries, to take part in special projects,
and to aid in the development of special collections.
Individuals interested in joining the Friends of the
University Libraries may obtain membership information
by calling (616) 387-5152.
• Sky Broncos take second place in safety contest
WMU's precision flying team, Sky Broncos, took second
place in the National Intercollegiate Flying Association
safety Conference April 29 through May 2 in Louisiana.
The Sky Broncos finished two points behind the No. 1
team, Embry-Riddle of Daytona, Florida, despite placing
first in flight events. They were still nine points ahead of
the third-place team, the U.S. Air Force Academy. WMU
also bested Ohio State University, the University of Illinois,
the University of North Dakota, and twenty-two other
teams that had qualified for the national competition.
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Six athletic standouts
named to hall of fame

Six outstanding athletes who competed from the 1950s
through the 1970s were the newest inductees into WMU's
Athletic Hall of Fame during ceremonies September 18.

Pat Ashby

John Cook

Gary Harris

Jeromee Liebenberg

Jim McKinley

Fred Orlofsky

Pat Ashby B.S. '61, MA '67, played field hockey and
women's basketbaJI. She went on to coach at high schools in
Michigan for thirty-one years before retiring this spring.
John Cook, BA '60, is one of only two Mid-American
Conference players to win the top singles three times. Now
in Ohio, he has taught tennis for thirty-two years.
Gary Harris, B.S. '73, who died in 1980, was a two-time
All-American in cross country and a track All-American. He
was a Kalamazoo Public Schools teacher.
Jeromee Liebenberg, B.S. '72, is a track and cross country
All-American and was one of the nation's premier steeplechase performers. He is the creator and owner of Leather,
Etc. stores and lives in California.
Jim McKinley, B.S. '66, is president and owner of
McKinley Financial Services, Incorporated in Florida, one of
the nation's largest minority-owned insurance agencies. He
has been a university coach and athletic director, and a
coach for the USFL Oklahoma Outlaws.
Fred Orlofsky has been WMU's only head coach for men's
gymnastics, having started the program in 1967. When competing in the 1960s, he was a member of the U.S. squads for
the Olympics, World Championships, and Pan-American
Games. In 1976 he received a WMU Alumni Association
Teaching Excellence Award.
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Research Summary
Department builds popular teaching tool

Everyday citizens in classrooms, nature centers, libraries,
and museums from Oregon to New York are getting a peek
at the principles of groundwater flow and contamination by
viewing working models developed and produced at WMU.
The acrylic models, which look like small aquariums, are
designed to teach both elementary and sophisticated
groundwater concepts. Originally produced a dozen at a
time for groundwater workshops, they have proven so popular that the graduate students who assemble them are
having a hard time keeping up with demand.
The WMU Groundwater Simulator II models provide a
side or "slice of earth" view of terrain typical of Michigan
and similar areas. They feature rolling topography, lakes,
rivers, and underground geology. Layers of clay, sand, and
gravel show multiple aquifers, groundwater flow paths, and
working wells. Surface soil or any of the model's wells can
be "contaminated" with colored dye, and viewers can watch
the dye travel through the earth to be discharged in a
stream or captured in a recovery well.
Dr. Richard N. Passero, professor of geology and coordinator of WMU's Groundwater Education in Michigan
Regional Center, says the models are an outgrowth of the
center's efforts to develop ways to teach the public about
groundwater and how to protect Michigan's leading source
of drinking water. Passero began looking at groundwater
models produced by other universities and found all of
them had problems and were too expensive for most teachers and other users. Most models previously available sold
for $200 to $500. The WMU Groundwater Simulator II sells
for $89.50, making it affordable for teachers and non-profit
organizations. The University's large customized models
cost $1,000, while small customized models cost $200.

Engineer uses math to project AIDS spread

By reducing the human tragedy of AIDS to a mathematical
model, Dr. Azim Houshyar, associate professor of industrial
engineering and a specialist in operations and systems engineering, is trying to provide public officials with the guidance they need to combat the spread of the disease in the
most efficient and cost effective manner possible. Houshyar
has spent the past four years applying mathematical models
to his study of the progression of AIDS in various populations. His work, which has been published in the AIDS &
Public Policy Journal, resulted in an invitation from Yale
University to join a March 1992 trip to Eastern Europe to
take part in a series of technical exchanges on the AIDS epidemic.
Modeling the effectiveness of HIV screening for high risk
populations has been the focus of much of his work to date.
His current research focuses on risk factors in the general
population. His models can predict the percentage of risk

per sexual contact and the percentage of risk p r number of
sexual partners as well a the ri k of infection over time.
They also can predict the effect of changing the sexual
activities of infected persons by identifying them through
screening and counseling them about how to avoid infecting others. Houshyar says his research shows that voluntary, confidential testing and screening of high risk groups,
followed by counseling of those found to be HIV positive, is
the most effective method of slowing the spread of the disease where it is most prevalent. But, he says, prevention
through education is clearly the public policy approach
needed for the general population.

New equipment enhances scientific research

The newest addition to WMU's Department of Biological
Sciences, the Biological Imaging Center in McCracken Hall.
is allowing the University to expand its biological re earch
activities. The center's new light and electron imaging
facilities consists of three new microscopes, an image analysis computer system, and cable hookup to the Department
of Biological Sciences' scanning electron microscope. This
equipment will be heavily used for the department's work
in medical pathology, toxicology, and molecular biology. It
also can be used for a wide range of academic and industrial
applications in such fields as ecology, geology, geography,
and engineering particularly in the area of materials development.
A new laboratory in Rood Hall is helping other
researchers analyze the state's water supply. Th Stable
Isotope Mass-Spectrometer Laboratory improves WMU's
ability to assist in economic development and water management decisions by providing data on Michigan's subsurface geology, water supply, and water quality. The facility
features a $200,000 state-of-the-art spectrometer-the only
one of its kind in West Michigan. The Institute for Water
Sciences purchased the spectrometer with a grant from the
Michigan Department of Commerce.

Researcher investigates insulin alternatives

Research being conducted by Dr. usan R. tapleton, assis.tant professor of chemistry and biological sciences, may
lead to new treatment options for persons with diabete .
With the help of a $107,000, three-year grant from the
National Institute- of Health, tapleton ts investigating the
metabolic effects of mimetics-artificial agents lhat mimic
insulin's ability to increase the rate at which the body
absorbs glucose.
Besides helping the body absorb glucose, insulin is a
powerful hormone regulator that can activate or deactivate
genes in a way that is still not understood, she says. If her
research shows that mimetics can do the same thing, it
could lead to their use as a sub titute or supplement to
insulin therapy for person with diabetes.

The Book Nook
Mark Twain's Aquarium-Dr. John R. Cooley, professor of
English, has edited this book that presents the first full account
of Samuel Clemens' famous associations with about a dozen
nine- to seventeen-year-old girls that he befriended in the last
five years of his life. Known to the world as Mark Twain,
Clemens began befriending the girls, whom he called angelfish,
in 1905 and later established the Aquarium Club to formalize
the special group. Cooley combined hundreds of pieces of correspondence written by Clemens to the young girls and their parents and some of Clemens' notebook entries, autobiographical
dictations, short manuscripts, and other material to illuminate
the story of the angelfish.
Cooley found no evidence of "impropriety or scandal" in
Clemens' behavior with the girls and concludes that the
Aquarium Club helped fill a void for Clemens, who had witnessed the death of his wife and eldest daughter, was estranged
from his two other daughters, and had no granddaughters. By
"collecting" surrogate granddaughters, Cooley theorizes that
Clemens was searching for a way to overcome his intense loneliness and find a respite from the pessimism, illness, and depression that dominated his later years.
"Evaluating Training Programs" and "Productivity
Measurement"-Dr. Robert 0. Brinkerhoff, professor of educational leadership, has written two more books. Evaluating
Training Programs in Business and Industry helps improve the
effectiveness of directors, managers, consultants, and trainees
involved in training and education. Productivity Measurement:
A Guide for Managers and Evaluators, which was co-written
with Dennis Dressler, a former doctoral student, enables nonspecialist mid-level managers to measure and improve productivity in their organizations.
Business Law-Dr. Thomas L. Gossman, associate professor of
finance and commercial law, has co-written this business law
textbook with a Harvard Law School professor. It is designed for
use in undergraduate and graduate business courses.

Geography Education for Citizenship-Dr. Joseph P. Stoltman,
professor of geography and internationally recognized authority
in geographic literacy, explores the increasing interdependence
between geography and responsible citizenship in this book
aimed at education students and practicing teachers.
Rethinking Religion: Connecting Cognition and Culture-Dr.
E. Thomas Lawson, professor of religion, and a former student
of his, Dr. Robert McCauley, B.A. '74, associate professor of the
philosophy of science at Emory University in Atlanta, Georgia,
have co-written this book challenging previous approaches to
the study of religion.
The State of Economic Science: Views of Six Nobel
Laureates-Dr. Werner Sichel, professor of economics, has
edited this collection of essays based on lectures presented during the economics department 's twenty-fifth annual lectureseminar series.
Economics-Dr. Werner Sichel, professor of economics, and Dr.
Wayland D. Gardner, professor of economics, have revised and
expanded the third edition of their best-selling economics textbook, which was co-written with the holder of the Senior
International Trade Professorship at Aoyama Gakuin University
in Tokyo, Japan.
Music Therapy in the Treatment of Adults with Mental
Disorders: Theoretical Basis and Clinical InterventionsMary A. Scovel, associate professor of music therapy, and Brian
L. Wilson, professor of music therapy, are among the co-authors
of this textbook that explores using music as a way to help adults
who have mental disorders work through negative or repressed
feelings. The other coauthors represent Colorado State
University, Michigan State University, the University of Iowa,
and the Clinton County Day Treatment Center in St. Johns.

Marketing Essentials-Dr. Carl A. Woloszyk, a sociate professor of consumer resources and technology, has co-written this
more complete package of materials on advanced marketing
concepts for high school and vocational students. The other
coauthors represent Northern Highlands Regional High School
in Allendale, New Jersey, and a nationally recognized career education consulting firm in California.
Rural Black Heritage Between Chicago and Detroit, 18501929: A Photograph Album and Random Thoughts- Dr.
Benjamin C. Wilson, professor of Black Americana tudies, has
had his historical look at African-Americans in southwest
Michigan made available in its third printing. The book explores
the heritage of "ordinary" African-American citizen in Allegan,
Calhoun, Cass, Kalamazoo. and Van Buren counties during the
days before and after the Civil War. Previously, most research on
nineteenth- and twentieth-century black Michiganians had concentrated on the Detroit area. Another contrast in Wit on' book
is his focus on people like farmers, domestic servants, and
washer-women rather than on individuals who made exceptional
achievements and contributions.
Peter Shaffer-Dr. Constantine J. Gianakaris, profe or of
English and theatre, has written this book tracing the intriguing
evolution of the dramatic writing of one of his longtime associates, British playwright Peter haffer. haffer wrote the awardwinning dramas Equus, Amadeus, and Royal Hunt of the un.
Gianakaris also has compiled and edited a collection of scholarly
essays on Shaffer's works entitled Peter haffer: A Casebook.
Pre-Professional Writing- Dr. Bernadine P. Carl onCarmichael, professor emerita of English, and Dr. Bradley
Hayden, associate professor of English, have collaborated on this
book for serious writers that can be used in business, technical,
and profes ional writing courses, as well as by practicing business professionals.

The Westerner, September 1992

5

Western Michigan University

Kendall gift is largest from an individual in WMU's history

B ulah I. Kendall , a prominent
Battle Creek business leader and
philanthropist, has provided
direct and indirect support to
West rn Michigan University
valued in excess of $2 million.
She has contributed approximately $1.6 million to the
niversity to support a series of
endowed scholarships and more
than $400,000 to the Cereal City
Development Corporation to be
used for the relocated WMU
Beulah I Kendall
regional center in downtown
Battle Creek.
"Beulah Kendall is a dear personal friend and one of the
most generous supporters of WMU in the University's history," Pr sident Dieth r H. Haenicke said. "Her gifts
enable untold number of students in their pursuit of a
good education. he will forever be thanked by all those
who benefit from her unusual generosity.''
Kendall's gift is the eighth contribution of $1 million or
more received during the $55-million Campaign for
Excellence, begun in 19 . Her $1.6-million direct contribution i the fourth largest overall and the largest from
an individual in WMU's eighty-nine-year history. Other
larger contributions have been made by the Haworth family and Haworth Incorporated, of Holland, Michigan; the
Irving . Gilmore Foundation of Kalamazoo; and The
Upjohn Company of Kalamazoo.
The $1.6-million direct contribution will support four
cholarship endowment , each named for Kendall and her
late hu band. They include the Roy and Beulah Kendall
Medallion Endowed cholarship Fund. Medallion scholarships are the mo t competitive and most prestigious
merit-ba ed cholarships at WMU. The Kendall Medallion

e
pr vides $30,000 for
molecular biology core facility

The Perrigo Company of Allegan has donated $25 000
toward th purchase of equipment and $5,000 toward
general program support for a new molecular biology core
facility. The new facility will serve the Department of
Biological ciences and the Department of Chemistry and
will be located in McCracken Hall.
Private support totaling $300,000 is being sought for
the purchase of scientific equipment and instruments
needed to make the new facility fully operational.
According to Dr. Leonard C. Ginsberg, chair of the
Department of Biological Sciences, the new facility will
permit Western Michigan University to significantly
expand research in the growing field of molecular biology.
Research in this field is contributing to the development
of pharmaceutical products to fight cancer, AIDS, and
other di eases. Parallel research has produced organisms
u ed to clean up oil spills.
According to Ginsberg, the new facility will also permit
WMU to expand curricula at both the undergraduate and
graduate level and to ignificantly increase service to
area industries and health care organizations as well as
cience tudent and teachers in the region's secondary
chool.

Student phone callers hope
to boost Annual Fund

Beginning this month and continuing throughout the fall
erne ter, Western Michigan University students will be
making approximately 50,000 telephone calls to support
the Annual Fund for Western. Alumni and friends of the
University will be asked to make a contribution.
According to Linda L. Jones, director of the Annual
Fund for Western, the "Phonathon" is an important part
of the University's overall annual fund-raising efforts. "We
hope to raise $300,000 through this year's Phonathon,"
she aid.
"Telephone efforts will be coupled with direct mail
appeals and personal olicitations," said Jones, who
became director of the Annual Fund in June. "We plan to
empha ize the tradition of annual support and to increase
the number of alumni contributing to WMU.
"We tern' reputation for quality has improved dramatically during the pa t decade, and this progress will continue with the support of our alumni. The Annual Fund is
the gateway for alumni who want to contribute to their
alma mater and who want to see Western's reputation
continue to grow."

Scholarship Fund is designated for a qualifying high
school graduate from Calhoun County, which encompasses Battle Creek.
Another of the scholarship endowments will be used to
support professional development programs at the WMU
regional center in Battle Creek.
The two remaining endowments, each named the Roy
and Beulah Kendall Kellogg Community College
Endowed Scholarship Fund, will support qualifying graduates from Batlle Creek's Kellogg Community College
who wish to pursue further studies at WMU. One scholarships is based on financial need; one on academic merit.
Kendall is a longtime major benefactor of WMU. Her
past gifts include funding for two Medallion Scholarships;
a $130,000 contribution in 1986 to the University's printing management center; and a $100,000 unrestricted gift
in 1989 to the President's Fund.

Kendall is a member of the WMU President's Club and a
member of the WMU Foundation. Born Beulah I. Potter,
she married Roy F. Kendall of Battle Creek in January
1933. Roy died in 1978 at age eighty-three.
In 1900 Roy's father, John Kendall, opened a hardware
and mill supply store in Battle Creek. This grew into a
chain of stores and eventually into Kendall Industries,
which primarily produced industrial supplies and clothing. Following Roy's death, Beulah operated the business.
In 1955 the Kendall Foundation was created, and
Beulah Kendall served as a director of the foundation for
nearly all of its thirty-three-year history. She served as
president of the foundation from 1978 to 1988, when the
foundation was dissolved. Kendall is a life-long supporter
of the Battle Creek community, with the principal beneficiaries of her generosity being Binder Park Zoo and
Kellogg Community College.

University embarks on ambitious project
to upgrade athletic, recreational facilities
Western Michigan University's stulighted 400-meter Olympic model
dent recreational and intercollepolyurethane track. As part of a
giate athletics facilities are
separate $170,000 fund-raising
effort, the track is also getting a
undergoing a $50 million renovanew building. The fifty-by-fiftytion and expansion.
President Diether H. Haenicke
square-foot, two-story structure
recommended the project after it
will provide storage and work
was recommended to him by a
areas for media, coaches, officials,
design committee made up of stuEvening soccer or softball games are now
and trainers. George Dales, fund
dents and faculty and staff mempossible since lights have been added to
drive chairperson and a former
the Goldsworth Valley intramural fields .
bers. The project, which has been
men's track and cross country
in the planning stages for the past
coach, said the drive's organizers
seven years, will complement new
also want to establish a "support
academic buildings and "provide
group of our former athletes to
the missing link for quality of life
provide help for our men's and
amenities at this institution,"
women's programs in other future
undertakings."
Haenicke said.
The work is expected to be comHonorary chairpersons for the
fund drive are Ira Murchison, '58,
pleted by December 1994 and is
being financed by tax-free bonds
an Olympic gold medal winning
Football fans will watch the Homecoming
supported by student fees.
game being played on Waldo Stadium 's
sprinter, and former men's track
new natural grass surface.
coaches J. Towner Smith and
Resembling a "sports village" in
concept, the improvements are
Clayton Maus.
taking place in four phases. An
On-going and planned work
includes renovating and expanding
emphasis is being placed on developing high visibility areas and
the thirty-year-old Gary Center
inviting spaces, creating a festive
and repairing and renovating Read
image, providing handicap access,
Fieldhouse and Oakland
meeting the exercise and recreGymnasium for intercollegiate
ationa! needs of males and females
athletics. Work at the Gary Center
equally, and limiting the disrupwill allow the University to better
Workers have been busy this summer
meet the needs of all of the 24,000
tion to on-going programs.
installing a lighted, polyurethane track at
on-campus students it now
Parts of the project's first phase
Kanley Track.
already have been completed. For
enrolls. The center was originally
instance, alumni coming back to
built to serve 5,000 male students.
Female students of the era used
campus for Homecoming will find
a remodeled Oliver Street entrance
Oakland Gymnasium.
off of Stadium drive, as well as ten
Plans for the Gary Center
new tennis courts in Goldsworth
include replacing the swimming
Valley and major improvements,
pool with a new recreational pool
such as lighting, to the valley's
and adding academic laboratories,
classrooms, and offices for the
intramural fields.
In addition, the Homecoming
Department of Health, Physical
This rendering shows how the expanded
game will be played on a newly
and upgraded Gary Center/Read FieldEducation, and Recreation; Office
installed natural grass surface.
house complex will look when completed.
of University Recreation Programs
Waldo Stadium's artificial turf had
and Facilities; Zest for Life; and
been used for nine seasons and was worn out and
University Wellness Programs. The Gary Center's existmatted down, while the cushion underneath had
ing asphalt area and intramural gymnasium also will
deteriorated to the point where the hard surface was
be renovated, and ten new racquetball courts, two
dangerous for players. Compared to artificial turf, the
multi-purpose gymnasium spaces, and an elevated jognew Prescription Athletic Turf is expected to be more
ging track will be constructed.
"player friendly," absorb less heat, last longer, and be
To make room for the Gary expansion, the police
more economical in the long run. To help save on wear station and Hillside East and Hillside West have been
and tear, the WMU-owned property along Davis Street
demolished, along with portions of the existing Gary
in front of East Hall has been upgraded to serve as a
Center. Offices in the demolished buildings have been
football practice field.
relocated. (Refer to the story on page 8 for information
Track and field enthusiasts will no doubt notice the
about the McKee Alumni Center's relocation.)
improvements at Kanley Track, which feature a new,
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Homecoming Schedule of Activities and Events
Thursday, October 15

Association Events
Saturday, October 10

Mr./Miss Black WMU Contest
• Sponsored by the NAACP, campus chapter,
and the Division of Minority Affairs
• 7:00p.m.
• South Ballroom, Bernhard Center

Sunday, October 11

Victory Run
• 200 p.m.
• Kan ley Track
• Contact Paul Viglianti at (616) 387-8609
WMU Gospel Choir in concert
• 3:30p.m.
• Dalton Recital Hall
WMU 's Gold Company in concert
• 630 p.m.
• Bronco Mall center stage, Bernhard Center
Monday October 12

Columbus: the Myth, the Legend ,
the Reality
• 7:00p.m.
• Dalton Center

Tuesday, October 13

"That's Entertainment"
• 7:00p.m.
• North Ballroom, Bernhard Center
King and queen coronation
• 9:00p.m.
• North Ballroom, Bernhard Center

Wednesday, October 14

Movies at Millers
• Lethal Weapon 3
• 7:00 and 9:30p.m.
• Miller Auditorium

Art and cultural exhib it
• 9:00a.m .
• Red Rooms, Bernhard Center
International Festival
• 5:30p.m.
• Trimpe Building
Let's Get A Divorce s
• University Theatre Production
• 8:00p.m.
• Shaw Theatre
• Call (616) 387-6222 for tickets and reservations
F r iday, October 16

House displays
• 9:00a.m.
• Residence halls and participating Greek houses
Alumni registration and open house
• 2:00 to 5 00 p.m.
• New alumni office in Watwood Union
Alumni Locator Service
• 2 00 to 5:00 p.m.
• New alumni office in Watwood Union
• Lost track of former classmates, roommates, and
friends? The alumni records staff will be on hand
to assist you in contacting fellow alumni.
Fritter Fest, Soap Box Derby,
and Western Olympics
• Beginning at 2:00p.m.
• Goldsworth Valley pond area
Twister Competition
• 4:00p.m.
• Goldsworth Valley pond area
Spirit Banner/" Yelllike Hell " Competition
• Beginning at 7:00p.m.
• Goldsworth Valley Intramural Fields
Looking tor Talika s
• Presented by Washington Productions, Inc.
~ Reception follows
• 7:00 to 9:00 p.m.
• Dorothy Dalton Recital Hall
Volleyball vs. MiamiS+
• 7:30p.m.
• Oakland Gymnasium
Let's Get A Divorce s
• University Theatre Production
• 8:00p.m.
• Shaw Theatre
• Call (616) 387-6222 for tickets and reservations
Fireworks
• 830 p.m.
• Goldsworth Valley Intramural Fields
Street dance
• 9:00p.m.
• Sangren Hall parking lot

$ There is an a dmis sion c harge for this event.

Saturday, October 17

Registration
• 9:00a.m. to noon
• Second floor lobby, Bernhard Center
Alumni Locator Service
• 9:00a.m. to noon
• Second floor lobby, Bernhard Center
• Lost track of former classmates, roommates, and
friends? The alumni records staff wil l be on hand
to assist you in contacting fellow alumni.
Workshops/seminars
lor college-bound students
• Presented by Alvin Pelt, M.D., B.S. 78
• 10:00 a.m.
• Sangren Hall
Constituent receptions
• See details in the "Homecoming constituency
events" section of this schedule
Homecoming Parade
• 10:00 a.m.
• Lovell Street-West Michigan AvenueSangren Hall
Alumni Association Annual Brunch Bullet S§
• Featuring President Haenicke, head football
coach AI Molde, the WMU Marching Band ,
and Bronco cheerleaders
• 10:30 a.m. to noon
• East Ballroom, Bernhard Center
Football vs. Eastern Michigan s+
• 1:00 p.m.
• Waldo Stadium
Annual March Down- National Pan-Hellenic
Council, Incorporated Step Competitions
• Sponsored by the Division of Minority Affairs
• Following the game
• Miller Auditorium
Distinguished Alumni Awards DinnerS§
• 6:00p.m.
• Fetzer Business Development Center
Volleyball vs. OhioS +
• 7:30p.m.
• Oakland Gymnasium
Gospellest '92 Multi-Racial1 DO-Voice
Choir with the Kalamazoo Symphony
Orchestra in concertS
• Sponsored by the National Association
of Education Advancement
• 8:00p.m.
• Miller Auditorium
• Call1 (BOO) 228-9858 for tickets
and reservations
Let's Get A Divorces
• University Theatre Production
• 8:00p.m.
• Shaw Theatre
• Call (616) 387-6222 for tickets and reservations

Class Reunions

Geology

Contact Beverly Britt at (616) 387-5485

Saturday, October 17

Reunion class receptions: Classes ol1967 ,
1972 , 1977, 1982, and1987
• 9:30a.m.
• South Ballroom, Bernhard Center
Class ol1967 twenty-filth reunion s
• Post-game party
• 4 00 to 6:00 p.m.
• Watwood Union, East Campus

Constituency Events
Alpha Phi Alpha Epsilon

Contact Bill Pickard, B.S. '64, at (313) 772-7120 (work)
or (313) 258-6520 (home)

Reception
• 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.
• East Ballroom, Bernhard Center
Dinners
• 6:30 to 10:30 p m. Saturday, October 17
• Bernhard Center
Breakfast
• 9:00a.m. Sunday, October 18
• Radisson Hotel, 100 W Michigan Avenue
College of Arts and Sciences

Contact Earl Washington at (616) 387-4350

Pre-game reception and Alumni
Association Brunch S§
• 9:30a.m. Saturday, October 17
• Room 213, Bernhard Center

Contact the college office at (616) 387-5050

Post-game reception lor
business alumni
• 3:30 to 5:30p.m. Saturday, October 17
• Student lounge, business building
Kappa Alpha Psi

Contact Roger McDowell, B.S. '75, at
(6 16) 381 -4945

" Roger's Thang"
• 9:00pm to 2:00a.m. Friday, October 16
• K-Town Party Palace, 1620 E. Michigan

Lee Honors College Alumni Society

Contact Joe Reish at (616) 387-3230

Tour of the Lee Honors College
and gardens
• 9:00a.m. to 10:30 a.m. Saturday,
October 17
• Lee Honors College
Alumni Association BrunchS§
• 10:30 a.m. Saturday, October 17
• East Ballroom, Bernhard Center
Military Science/Army ROTC

Contact Karin Carl at (616) 387-2965

Pre-game reception and Alumni
Association Brunch S§
• 9:30a.m. Saturday, October 17
• Room 205, Bernhard Center

Pre-brunch reception
• 9:30a.m. Saturday, October 17
• Room 216, Bernhard Center

National Student Speech Language
Hearing Association (WMU Chapter)

Contact Donna Oas at (616) 387-8059

Post-game reception including
retirement recognition of
Dr. Frances Lohr
• Immediately followng the football game
Saturday, October 17
• Charles VanRiper Language, Speech,
and Hearing Clinic

College of Engineering
and Applied Sciences

Contact Linda Hager at (616) 387-4017

Pre-game reception and Alumni
Association Brunch S§
• 9:30a.m. Saturday, October 17
• Room 107, Bernhard Center

Study Skills seminar presented
by Alvin Pelt, M.D., B.S. '78
• 10:00 a.m. Saturday, October 17
• Sangren Hal l
Annual meeting
• 9 00 a.m. Saturday, October 17
• Martin Luther King, Jr. Room, Bernhard
Center
Dinner/dances
• 7:00 to 9 00 p.m. (dinner)
• 9:30p.m. to 2:00a.m. (dance)
• Saturday, October 17
• Kalamazoo Radisson Hotel,
100 E. Michigan
Paper Science

Contact Barb Cichon, B.S. '79, at
(616) 344-0394

Post-game reception
• Immediately lollowing the football game,
Saturday, October 17
• McCracken Hall

Phi Mu

Contact Cristina Pietrantoni at
(313) 879-1773

Pre-game reception and Alumni
Association BrunchS§
• 9:30a.m. Saturday, October 17
• Room 215, Bernhard Center
Psychology

Contact William Redmon, M.A. '78, Ph.D. '81,
at (616) 387-4485

Pre-game reception
• 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. Saturday, October 17
• Room 212, Bernhard Center
Sigma Phi Epsilon

Contact Larry Harding, B.B.A. '58, at
(616) 349-9369 or 345-1636

Open-house
• Friday, October 16
• 3031 West Michigan
Banquet
• Saturday, October 17
• 3031 West Michigan

Omega Psy Phi

Emeriti Council

Contact Joyce Zastrow at (616) 345-73BO or
Marie Stevens at (616) 381-07B2

Pre-game reception and Alumni
Association Brunch S§
• 9:30a.m. Saturday, October 17
• Red Room A, Bernhard Center

+ To

Haworth College of Business

Contact Maj. Tom Vance, B.S. '78, at
(616) 323-5520

College of Education Alumni Society

§ To obtain tic kets or re gister for this event, use the Homecoming reservatio n fo rm o n p a g e 7.

Pre-game reception and Alumni
Association BrunchS§
• 9:30a.m. Saturday, October 17
• Room 211 , Bernhard Center

Onyx Society

Contact Michael Baker at (616) 375-2578

Karla M. Gray

David C. Smith

Dr. C. Bassett Brown, a Benton Harbor native, is a
retired esthetic and reconstruction facial surgeon. Brown
retired in 1991, after thirty-three years in active practice
in Benton Harbor. He began the practice in 1957, having
returned to his hometown to fil l the area's need for a
doctor specializing in oral and maxillo-facial surgery.
When he opened his practice, Brown put up a mission
statement he brought with him from Meharry Medical

Contact Melissa Kent at (616) 345-9050 or
Karen Adams, B.S. '84, at (616) 344-3805

Pre-game brunch
• 9:30 to 11 :00 a.m. Saturday, October 17
• Tri Sig House, 218 Woodward

Social Work Alumni Society

Contact Beverly Moore, M.S.W. '82, at
(616) 387-3200

Pre-game reception and Alumni
Association Brunch S§
• 9:00a.m. Saturday, October 17
• Room 105, Bernhard Center
Tau Kappa Epsilon

Contact Steve Chapman at (616) 375-7052

Dinner/dance
• 6:00 p m. Saturday, October 17
• The Birches, 3082 S. 9th Street,
Oshtemo

Western Herald stall members

Contact Pamela Carr, B. B.A. '86, at (616)
388-8434 or O'Ryan Rickard at (616) 387-2110

Post-game reception including
refreshments, socializing, and
a brief business meeting
• 4:30 to 7:00p.m. Saturday, October 17
• Kiva Room, Faunce Student Services
Building
Social hour/dinner
• 7:00 to 9:30 p.m. Saturday, October 17
• Bilbo's, 2628 W. Michigan
WIDR Alumni Society

Contact Jules Rossman at (616) 387-3139

Alumni air shills
• Thursday, October 15, through Saturday,
October 17
Pre-game reception
• 9:30a.m. to noon Saturday, October 17
• KIVA Room, Faunce Student Services
Building
Banquet
• Saturday, October 17
• Holiday Inn Airport, 3522 Sprinkle Road
Brunch
• Sunday, October 18
• Holiday Inn Airport, 3522 Sprinkle Road

Contact Hal Bates, B.S. '76, M.A. '79, at
(616) 387-3339

suits. He also returned to intercollegiate athletic competi tion, this time as a member of the varsity basketball team.
"Because of the high expectations Frank Hinds, my
biology instructo r, Charles Smith, my En glish professor,
and Robert Moss, from the basketball staff, had of me, I
elevated my own goals from mediocrity to being the very
best I could be," Brown says of his days as a WM U student.
After receiving his diploma, Brown attended graduate
school at Fi sk University, then transferred to the Meharry
Medical School of Dentistry, graduating in 1953. He spent
one year as an intern in the oral and maxillo-facial surgery
unit of New York City's Metropolitan Hospital before continuing the study of oral and maxill o-facial surgery at
Northwestern University.
Following graduation from Northwestern with a master
of science degree in dentistry, Brown was a resident in his
specialty area at Chicago, Illinois', Cook County Hospital.
His next career step took him to Chicago's Provident
Hospital , where he worked for one year as chief of an esthesia and "senior attending" in the Department of Oral
and Maxillo-facial Surgery.
Contmued on page 9
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1/we wish to reserve tickets for the following Alumni Association events:
Quantity

Members of the Western Michigan University Alumni
Association will receive a discounted rate during
Homecoming weekend when staying at one of several
Kalamazoo area hotels.
The hotels participating in this special offer are:
• Budgetel Inn, 2203 S. 11th Street, (616) 372-7999
• Fairfi eld Inn by Marriott, 3800 E. Cork Street,
(616) 344-8300
• Holiday Inn-Airport, 3522 Sprinkle Road,
(616) 381 -7070
• Holiday Inn-West, 2747 S. 11th Street, (616) 375-6000
• LaQuinta Inn, 3750 Easy Street, (616) 388-3551
• Residence Inn by Marriott, 1500 E. Kilgore Road,
(616) 349-0855
• Sheraton Inn-Kalamazoo, 3600 E. Cork Street,
(616) 385-3922
• Signature Inn Kalamazoo, 3640 E. Cork Street,
(616) 381 -1900

Association
Members

Nonmembers•

O Brunch

$9

$11

0 Distinguished Alumni
Awards Dinner

$25

$30

0

$5

$7

(applles to
SlfOIISe/gue$1)

Looking for Talika

I
I
I
I

s_ l
I
I
I
I
...I

TOTAL ENCLOSED $ _ _
Make check payable lo lhe WMU Alumni Association or charge my:
VISA or 0 MasterCard 0 Discover Expiration Date

0

_______
r ------,
Account Number

Stgnature

Return to the WMU Alumni Association, McKee Alumni Center, Kalamazoo, Ml 49008-3854
before Oc1ober 9, 1992. Tickets w1ll be sent by ma1llor reservations received before October 18. Tickets Will be held at alumm reg1strat1on for reservatmns received afler October 18
'Take this opportunity to join the Alumn1 Assoc1all0n usmg the membership form below.

Athletic Ticket Order

I
I " c,,~ ------1
I
I
I
I
I
0
0
0

I

Name
Address

~I

Slate
Phone
Quantity

Football vs. Eastern Michigan
Saturday, October 17
Volleyball vs. M1ami
Friday, October 16
Volleyball vs. Ohio
Saturday, October 17

0

0

VISA

0

MasterCard

Send my tickets by ma11

Total

@$12.00

$ __

®S5.oo s __
@$5.00

$ __

Subtotal $ _ _
Handling Fee $ 1.00

S1gnature

----

Hold my t1ckets at WILL CALL lor game-day p1ckup

------,I

ro order by phone, call {616) 387-3092 or 1 (BOO) 992-7841 Monday through Fnday, 10 00
5 30 p m Return to WMU. AthletiC TICket Off1ce Kalamazoo, Ml 49008 No refunds

~f~> to

r
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I

Discover Expiration Date
Account Number

0

I
I
I
I
I
I
:.1

Price

TOTAL $
Make check payable lo the WM UAthletic Ticket Oftlce or charge my:

~ch=any:.

Hotels offer discount to
Alumni Association members

Zip

Phone

I

o btain ticket for this e v e nt. use th e a thle tic tic ket orde r fo rm o n p a g e 7.

Coll ege in Nashville, Tennessee. It read: "Mine is a mission
of service, competence, and compassion that is focused on
the disadvantaged, the indigent, the poor, the minoriti es,
the elderl y, and the fo rgotten of our inner ci ties."
Asked what he believes is his most significant
accomplishment, Brown repli es, "The fulfillment of that
mission."
Brown plans to remain active in his profession and tru e
to his mission in life by making peri odi c trips to Meharry
Medical Coll ege and to less developed countries to lecture
and teach surgical skills.
Meharry fi gures promin ently in Brown's educational
history, as does WMU. After graduating from high school,
he enrolled at what was then Western Michigan Coll ege,
becoming a member of Kappa Alpha Psi, the pre-medicine
club, and th e freshman basketball team.
World War II temporarily interrupted his coll ege career,
as he was call ed to serve in the 92nd Infantry Division.
During the war, he was decorated with a Bronze Star and
an Oak Leaf Cluster for bravery. Wh en the war ended,
Brown returned to WMU to continue his academic pur-

Homecoming Registration

I
I
I Ci~

0

Dance
• 10:00 p.m. to 2:00a.m Friday, October 16
• Mr. President's Restaurant,
308 N. Burdick

Three receive Western Michigan University's 1992 Distinguished Alumni Award
Dr. C. Bassett Brown, B.S.
'48; Justice Karla M. Gray,
B.A. '69, M.A. '72; and
David C. Smith, B.B.A. '64.
are the recipients of Western Michigan University's
1992 Alumni Association
Distinguished Alumni
Award.
Since it was established
by the Alumni Associati on
in 1963, eighty-five WMU
graduates have received
Or. c Bassett Brown
the award, the association's most presti gious honor.
The 1992 recipients will be recognized at an October 17
awards dinner held in conjunction with Homecoming.
Alumni and friends wishing to attend the dinner may
make reservations using the Homecoming reservation
from on page 7 of this issue of the Westerner.

Sigma Sigma Sigma

r ------ ,

Alumni Association Membership

Name

FirSt' -

~~--

MJddteTni-tial- - Malden
WMU Graduat1on Year(s)

Spouse _

.::::-_
First

Middle lmllal

Ma1den

WMUGraduationYear(s)

A;::ss

C1~

--

I
I
I
I
-- I
I
I
last

-

-- -

- -z,p

Make check payable to the WMU Alumni Association or charge my:

0

VISA

0

MasterCard

0

D1scover Exp~rallon Dale
Account Number

______ ....
Signature
Phone

0

Individual $25

L:

ANNUAL MEMBE RSH IP*
0

Family (Husband/Wife) $30

'life membership inlorma!IOn available upon request
rn to WMU Alumni Association , McKee Alumni Center. Kalamazoo. MJ 49008-3854

I
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University alumni
who are currently
featured on
Western Michigan
University's Wall of
Distinction display
in the lobby of the
Seibert Administration Building
once agatn represent a variety of
professions.
The wall highlights the accomplishments and
achievements of
recent graduates in
hopes of providing
inspiration and
encouragement to
current students.
It's hoped that
through the Wall of
Distinction, young
people will obtain
and maintain a
sense of pride in
what they're doing
and take initiative to
work for higher
goals.

Lori Belden Bobbitt,
B.A. '85, an associate
attorney with Howard &
Howard Attorneys P.C.
in Oak Park.

Ed Gordon, B.S. '82,
anchor for BET News
in Washington. D.C.

1910-1959
• Virginia Willitts Baird, BA '32,
is serving her sixth term on the
Youth Projects Committee of the
National Federation of Press
Women. Baird resides in East
Lansing, MI.
• Leon Burgoyne, BS '39, was
recently inducted into the St.
Joseph Athletic Hall of Fame, St.
Joseph, MI.
• Yale M. Brandt, BS '52, in April
was promoted to vice chairman,
Reynolds Metals Co., Richmond, VA.
0 Thomas R. Cole, BS '52, recently retired as director of parks
and recreation, Flint, MI.
• Dr. John H. Koenig, BS '53,
MA '54, is currently serving as
president of the Herkimer County
Area Vocational School Board of
Education and is a councilman in
his hometown of Winfield, NY.
0 Norval Bovee, BS '54, Ed.D '75,
retired as executive director of
finance, Woodhaven Public
Schools, Woodhaven, MI.
0 Dr. Lola Haller, BS '54, MA
'57, in May 1991 retired after 28
years as professor of education at
Houghton College, Houghton,
N.Y.
0 Charles E. Stroup, CPA, BBA
'55, in January joined the R. Peter
Heyse firm, Scottville, MI.
0 Virginia Handy, BA '56, was
presented the 1991 Award of Merit
by the Historical Society of Michigan on behalf of the Log Cabin
Society of Michigan. Handy
resides in Kalamazoo, MI.
• Frank Friedman, BA '57, MS
'59, in April was awarded the
1991-92 College/University Foreign-Language Teacher Award of
the Year by the Michigan Foreign
Language Association. Friedman
is a French instructor and director
of the language laboratory, Mott
Community College, Flint, MI.
0 Richard Zimmerman, BS '59,
recently retired from St. Marys
Peerless Cement Co., Detroit, MI.

1960-1963
0 Dan Lee Bucha, BS '60, re-

cently retired from Allied Signal/
Bendix Corp, Niles, MI.
0 Leslie H. Cochran, BS '61, MA
'62, in May was named president
of Youngstown State University,
Youngstown, OH.
• Phyllis Queen Healy, BA '61,
was recently re-elected for a third
term to the Board of Directors,
San Dieguito Association of
Realtors, Encinitas, CA. Healy is
employed as a sales agent for

N.Z. Bryant, B.S. '71,
M.A. '72, senior vice
president of PattersonBryant & Associates,
Incorporated, an insurance and financial services firm in Pontiac.

Donna Allgaier
Christian, B.A. '72,
chief executive officer
of Words & Pictures in
Kalamazoo.

Ellen M. Harvath, B.S.
'84, an attorney with
Howard & Howard
Attorneys in Lansing.

John S. Van Alstyne
IV, B.A. '81. marketing
director of Solvay
Automotive,
Incorporated in Troy.

Coldwell Banker Real Estate and
resides in Del Mar, CA.
0 John Paulus, BBA '61, in May
was appointed to chief state bank
examiner, California State Banking Department, San Francisco, CA.
0 Dick Grinage, BS '62, in March
was appointed director/customer
satisfaction for the transportation
products group of American
Seating, Grand Rapids, MI.
0 Larry L. Adams, BS '63, in
February was named president
and chief operating officer,
Harrow Industries, Inc. , Grand
Rapids, MI.
0 Nyla Schultheiss Rypma, BS
'63, MA '66, SpA '69, was recently
named superintendent, Cedar
Springs Board of Education, Cedar
Springs, MI.

1964-1967
0 Patricia Conor Hodapp, BA '65,

MSL '67, in April was appointed as
marketing director, Denver Public
Library, Denver, CO.
• Richard E. Todd, BS '65, MS
'71, in April 1992 was named associate professor of fine arts, San
Diego City College, San Diego, CA.
0 Philip Booth, BS '66, was
recently inducted into the High
School Baseball Hall of Fame, Detroit, MI. Booth has been coaching
for 22 years at Lansing Catholic
Central High School, Lansing, MI.
• James S. Brady, BS '66, in May
was named to chair the litigation
section of the law firm, Miller,
Johnson, Snell & Cummiskey,
Grand Rapids, MI.
• James Goss, BBA '66, in May
was elected to the board of trustees, Adrian College, Adrian, MI.
Goss is a partner with the law firm
of Dean & Fulkerson, Troy, MI.
0 Stewart Smith, BBA '66, in
March was appointed senior manager at Ship-Pac Inc, Kalamazoo, MI.
• Gerald R. Brown, MS '67, in
June retires as chief librarian,
Winnipeg School Division No. 1,
Winnipeg, Manitoba.
0 Sandra Bennett Bruce, BA '67,
in March was appointed president
and chief executive officer, Mercy
Hospital, Muskegon, MI.
0 Thomas S. Mohler, BS '67, MA
'70, in May was hired as superintendent, Barry County Intermediate School District. Mohler will
reside in Hastings, MI.
0 Ronald Stinson, BS '67, MA
'74, was recently recognized as the
support staff person of the year,
Calhoun Intermediate School
District, Battle Creek, MI.

0 Julia Watson, BA '67, was

recently appointed as a 1992-93
Fulbright lecturer at Cheikh Anta
Diop University, Dakar, Senegal.
Watson is associate professor of
humanities, University of Montana, Missoula, MT.

1968-1969
0 Thomis Stersic, BA '68, in

March was named lead writer, for
the weekly newspaper, Hometown
Gazette published by the Kalamazoo Gazette, Kalamazoo, MI.
0 Donald VanDoeselaar, BA '68,
MA '70, in March was hired as
superintendent, Hudsonville Public Schools, Hudsonville, MI.
D April M. Putnam, BA '69, was
recently promoted to assistant
vice president of field operations
and litigation, First Insurance
Company of Hawaii Ltd., Honolulu, HI.
0 Diane Rogos Behrens, BA '69,
in April was promoted to regional
sales manager, Alsons Corp., Hillsdale, MI.
0 Bruce Snook, BS '69, in May
was hired as membership director,
Three Rivers Area Chamber of
Commerce, Three Rivers, MI.

Tina R. Daniel, M.A.
'83, director of alumni
affairs at Northeastern
Illinois University in Mt.
Prospect, Illinois.

Sheryl L. Vander
Baan, B.A. '82, assistant vice president,
corporate tax division
for Old Kent Financial
Corporation in Grand
Rapids.

0 Bob Houtman, BBA '71, MPA

'80, in February was named na tional training manager at Eaton
Corp., Kalamazoo, MI.
• Susan Hunt, BS '71 , MA '77,
was recently awarded a doctorate
in education at North Carolina
State University. Hunt resides in
Southern Pines, NC.
0 Rev. William C. Johnson, BA
'71, in April was named senior
pastor, Marshall United Methodist
Church, Marshall, MI.
0 Michael Micklatcher, MA '71,
in May was named "teacher of the
year," Ionia Public Schools, Ionia,
MI.
O Harold C. Tiburzi, BS '71, MA
'72, in January was promoted to
group leader of vehicle builds,
Carron & Company, Inkster, MI.

1972-1973

New association officers
The Western Mich1gan Umversity Alumm Association Board of
Directors proudly announces the election of new officers for the
1992-93 year. They are. from left, vice president, John Yellich, B.A
'68, M.A '71, director of enwonmental assessments for USPCI,
Incorporated in Boulder, Colorado; treasurer. Julie Schodowski
Sikorski, B.B.A. '82, second vice president of NBD, N.A in Detroit:
president, Barbara Lett Simmons. B A '49, president of BLS &
Associates in Washington D.C. , and past president. Patrick
_
Laughlm. B A '68, managmg partner of Governmental Consultant
Services Incorporated, a multi-client lobby firm in Lansing. The
term for the new officers began July 1.

Everything old is new again
History repeated itself May 18 when the Western Michigan
University Alumni Association and the Office of Alumni
Relations moved from Hillside East to one of its former
homes-Walwood Union.
During the past year, Walwood has undergone extensive
renovation in conjunction with efforts to improve WMU's
aging East Campus facilities. The University's alumni
offices returned to Walwood after a twenty-year absence,
having relocated to West Campus' Hillside East in 1972.
The Hillside buildings were demolished a part of the ongoing renovation and expansion of the Cary Center.
The WMU Foundation also moved to Walwood, which is
located at the intersection of Oakland Drive with Oliver
and Austin Streets. The portion of the building housing
the foundation and alumni offices now carries the name
McKee Alumni Center, in honor of the late Harold A., B.
'32, and Beulah J., B.S. '34, McKee. Both were major
benefactors of the University.
The.new telephone number for the alumni offices is
(616) 387-8777. The new number for the foundation is
(616) 387-8700.

Hillside East's removal is making way for expanded and upgraded
athletic and recreational facilities .

0 Jill A. Edelen, BS '72, MA '88,

in January was promoted to project manager, organization devel opment department, Kellogg Co.,
Battle Creek, MI.
0 James Peltier, BS '72, in
February was recognized for his
outstanding sales achievements by
Honeywell. Peltier is a sales representative for Honeywell 's Micro
Switch Division, Southfield, MI.
1970-1971
0 Deb White Raffler, BA '72, was
0 Robert Buttleman, BS '70, in selected "teacher of the year" for
January was named to the Educa- the St. Johns, Ml, Public Schools.
tion committee of the Michigan 0 Eric Bush, BA '73, MPA '87,
Aeronautics Commission. Buttle- was recently appointed commanman is director of the aviation . der, Battle Creek Police Departdivision, Northwestern Michigan
ment, Battle Creek, MI.
College, Traverse City, MI.
0 Kenneth J. DeVries, BA '73, in
0 Dale L. Chadderdon, BBA '70, March was elected president of the
in January was promoted to exec- Western Michigan Planned Giving
utive vice president, chief finanGroup. DeVries is director of
cial officer and to secretary to the planned giving at WMU.
board of directors for United Bank 0 Susan Beyer Dock, BA '73, MA
& Trust, Tecumseh, MI.
'77, in January was hired as a
0 Michael S. Elzerman, MBA '70, counsellor for the student assisin January was named vice presi- tance program , Lakeshore Public
dent-commercial lending, Great Schools, Lakeshore, ML
Lakes Bancorp, Ann Arbor, MI.
• Linden L. Griffen, BA '73, in
O Dennis Lintemuth, BBA '70, in September was voted presidentJanuary was promoted to vice elect of the National Pest Control
president of Metropolitan Title Association. Griffin is president of
Company, Howell, MI.
Griffen Pest Control , Inc., Kala0 Daniel Malloy, BBA '70, was mazoo, MI.
recently awarded the "distin- 0 Karl Kucab, BA '73, MA '77,
guished service award" by Citizens was recently named as one of
Insurance Company of America. 1991's top ten account executives
Malloy resides in Manistique, MI.
in the United States by Manage0 Dr. Michael F. Tobin, EdD '70, ment Recruiters, headquartered in
retired as professor, administra- Cleveland, OH.
tion and supervision department, 0 James Montmorency, BBA '73,
Connecticut State University. Dr. was promoted to assistant vice
Tobin resides in Vernon, CT.
president-investments , First of
0 Diane L. Akers, BA '71, in America Corp., Kalamazoo, MI.
February was named a partner in • Lawrence M. Nowland, BS '73,
the law firm of Bodman, Longley is a technical representative for
& Dahling, Detroit, MI.

the U.S. Army Materiel Command
in Tokyo, Japan.
0 Dr. David Roush, MA '73, in
January was appointed to the
board of directors, National Commission on Correctional Health
Care. Rousch is director of the
Juvenile Home, Calhoun County,
MI.
0 Eric Walton, BBA '73, was
named president, Professional
Independent Insurance Agents of
Michigan, Lansing, MI. Walton is
president, Walton Insurance
Agency, Jackson, MI.
0 John J. Winter, BS '73, in
February became the dean of boys
at Cranbrook Schools, Bloomfield
Hills, MI.

1974-1975
0 Dale Freeland, BS '74, MA '76,

in January was one of a 100 high
school teachers from across the
nation to be named "technology
scholar" by the Tandy Corp. Freeland is a science teacher in Paw
Paw, MI.
• William J. Jacobs, Jr., MA '74,
in June retired as principal of
Three Rivers High School, Three
Rivers, MI.
0 Harvey E. Jacobs, BA '74, MA
'77, in February was named director , neurobehavioral outcomes
and training, Drucker Brain Injury Center, Moss Rehabilitation
Hospital, Philadelphia, PA.
• Lin Kroes Valentine, BBA '7 4,
in December 1991 was promoted
to director of compensation and
human resource systems, Hartmarx Corp., Chicago, IL.

• Daniel E. Kubiske, BA '74, in
May was named the hanghai correspondent for both lntemational
Trade Reporter and Electronic
magazine. Kubiske, who will live
in Shanghai, will also continue as
the Asian correspondent for Greer
Markets.
0 Anne Wend Lipsey, B '74, in
March was hired as assistant allocation director, Greater Kalamazoo United Way, Kalamazoo. MI.
0 usan Hillen Roeder, B '74,
in January wa named head of the
Citizens League of Greater Grand
Rapids, Grand Rapids, MI.
• Mark T. Sheahon, B '74, MA
' 1, in October 1991 was promoted to national marketing
manager, implex Products Division, Adrian , MI.
0 Douglas J. Weber, B '74, in
February was promoted to treasurer, Edwards Brothers, Inc .,
Ann Arbor, MI.
0 Margaret A. Abler Romzek,
BBA '75, in May was promoted to
vice president, First of America
Bank-Mid Michigan, Bay City, MI.
• Larry A. Wood, BS '75, was
recently elected president, Dayton
Chaper of the ational Institute of
Packaging, Handling, Logistics
Engineers , Dayton, OH. Wood is
branch chief, Wright-Patterson
Air Force Base, Dayton, OH.

1976-1977
• William Carmody, EdD '76, in
January was appointed to the
Board of Accountancy by Michigan Governor John Engler.
Carmody is a general partner in
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Three notable graduates receive Distinguished Alumni Awards
Brown has been an active member of numerous professional organizations, has been a frequent guest lecturer at
both national and international conferences, and has
written more than fifty articles for various professional
publications.
A life member of the NAACP, he also has been an active
member of his community, having served as chairperson
of the Benton Harbor Federal Housing Commission and
as a member of the Governor's Comprehensive State
Health Planning Advisory Council. In addition, his ties to
WMU have remained strong. He has been an active member of his fraternity, Kappa Alpha Psi, was a member of
the WMU Alumni Association Board of Directors, served
for eight year on the WMU Foundation Board of
Directors, and has been a member of the University's
President's Club since 1980.
In 1965, Karla M. Gray choose to attend WMU because
she wanted to be a librarian or a teacher and, in her
words, "Western was the library science school at that
time."
Having grown up in Escanaba, Gray also enrolled at the
University becau e she was "a small town girl and perhaps
too introverted for one of the bigger schools."
Gray who majored in English and history, received her
bachelor's degree in 1969. She remained at the University
to pursue graduate studies and received a master of arts
degree in African history in 1972.
"My educational experiences at Western gave me the
solid foundation, intellectual curiosity, and balanced perspective which later enabled me to achieve success beyond
my wildest dreams," Gray say , reflecting on her school
days in Kalamazoo. "In short, they not only allowed me to
grow, they forced me-sometimes painfully, I admitto grow."
On February 11, 1991, one of those "wildest dreams"
came true, when Gov. tan Stephens appointed Gray to
the Supreme Court of Montana.
"Ms. Gray's background in private law practice, her
experience in the bu iness world, and her active involvement in the legislative process will be valuable assets for
the tate's supreme court and the people of Montana,"

the law firm, Carmody and
Jerguson.
0 William Kamstra, MA '76, in
June retired as principal, Jenison
High chool.Jeni on. MI.
O John Kearney, BSM '76, in
1arch was hired as a physician
assistant, Ionia County Memorial
Hospital. Kearney resides in
Lakeview, MI.
0 Joel L. Massie, B '76, in May
was appointed probate judge in
Gugebic County, Ml, by Gov. John
Engler.
0 Kenneth B. Pangborn, BS '76,
in February was appointed advertising director for the Argu -Press,
Owo o, MI.
O Kathleen Taylor, B '76, MA
· 0, in March was nam d a
resource consultant for Communitv Mental Health of Calhoun
Co~nty. Battle reek, MI.
0 Larry Anderson, BBA '77, in
1arch wa appointed national
retail sales-manager, Kao lnfoY terns Company, Plymouth, MA.
O Lewis Glaser, BA '77, recently
won a national award from American Advertising Federation. Glaser
i on the graphics faculty, at Texas
Christian University. Forth Worth,
TX.

0 Phillip K. Johnson, BBA '77, in
January was named director of
marketing, Automotive Fini hes
OEM, orth American Operations.
Ford Motor Account for PPG Industries, Troy, MI.
0 Chris Kirsch, BA '77, in January wa · named sales manager,
ACM Pia tic , in Sturgis, MI.
O Christopher J. Kirsch, BA '77,
in February was hired as a sales
representative, ACM Plastic
Products Inc., turgis, MI.
O Chris Nelson, MA '77, was
recently hired as executive director for the Kent County Council
for the Prevention of Child Abuse
and eglect, Grand Rapids, MI.

• Thomas Sullivan, BBA '77, in
June was elected councilman for
Wolverine Lake, MI.
0 James G. Thompson, BBA '77,
in May was promoted to director,
Plante & Moran , Kalamazoo, MI.
0 J. Scott Tindall, BBA '77, in
February was promoted to marketing manager-specialty and dairy.
Fabri -Kal Corp., Kalamazoo, MI.
• Kathy McBride Vandervelde,
BA '77, was promoted lo copywriter, Sefton Associates , Inc. ,
Midland, MI.

1978-1979
0 James Bennett, BS

'78, in
January became the senior computer-aided design and drafting
designer for Gourdie/Fraster &
Associates Inc., Traverse City, MI.
• Barbara DeMoor, BA '78, in
February was awarded a CFA designation by the Institute of
Chartered Financial Analysts.
DeMoor is vice president, Ambs
Inve tment Council, Grand
Rapids, MI.
0 David R. Gelinas, MA '78, in
April was elected as presidentelect, outhern Association of
Student Financial Aid Administrators . Gelinas is director of financai I aid, University of the South,
Sewanee, TN .
0 David L. Hartman, BSE '78, in
January was named maintenance
supervisor. Bleached Board Divi sion, Westvaca, Covington, VA.
0 Randy C. Lettow, BBA '78, in
May was appointed materials
manager, Ronningen-Petler, Portage, MI.
0 Karen Mensinger Pribbernow,
BBA '7 , in May was promoted to
general manager, Type House ,
Inc. , t. Joseph, MI.
0 Nancy Reahm, MA '7 , was
recently hired as principal, Brook-

Stephens said upon appointing her to the state's highest
court.
"She is an extremely capable nominee to the court and
I am pleased to have this opportunity to appoint her to
the bench."
Montana's Senate concurred with the governor's
evaluation of her ability to serve the state's citizens,
unanimously confirming her appointment to the
Supreme Court.
She serves as a member of the court's Gender Fairness
Task Force, which has the mission of determining the
extent of any gender bias in the state's judicial system and
legal profession and recommending steps to eliminate
this bias. Her efforts on this task force are a continuation
of her long-standing commitment to equality for women
in all aspects of life.
Gray began her legal career as a law clerk for a federal
district court judge after graduating from Hastings
College of the Law in San Francisco in 1976. During the
next fourteen years, she practiced both corporate and
private law.
She served as staff attorney for the Atlantic Richfield
Company from 1977 to 1981. She then maintained her
own practice in Butte, Montana, for three years before
returning to the corporate sector as a staff attorney and
legislative lobbyist for the Montana Power Company in
Butte.
Gray has been actively involved in numerous professional organizations. She has served the State Bar of
Montana in various capacities, including holding positions as chairperson of the Board of Editors for the Bar's
publication, Montana Lawyer, and as a member of the
corporate law revision committee. She is a Fellow of the
American Bar Foundation and a member of the National
Association of Women Judges and has been a member of
the Board of Directors of both the Montana Defense Trial
Lawyers and the Montana Trial Lawyers Association.
When time permits, Gray enjoys studying family
genealogy, playing piano, reading, and travelling.
David C. Smith has been associated with the Peat
Marwick accounting, auditing, and consulting firm for
nearly three decades. Currently he is vice chairman-tax

wood Elementary School, Kentwood, MI.
0 D. Scott Boven, BFA '78, BS
'81, in April won first pla~e in the
International Film Festival for a
movie about Michigan. Boven
resides in Ann Arbor, MI.
0 Peter C. Scovic, BBA '78, in
May was promoted to vice president of marketing, RonningenPetter, Portage, MI.
0 Donald Spencer, EdD '78, in
May was named Leader; Chief
Executive Officer section, Council
Of Hospice Professionals of the
National Hospice Organization,
Spokane, WA. Spencer is also on
the Governor's Advisory Council
on HIV/AIDS, and is treasurer of
the Washington State Hospice
Organization.
0 Richard W. Steketee, Jr., MA
'78, in March was named vice
president of operations at

Kennedy Research , Inc., Grand
Rapids, MI.
O Lee B. Taylor, BS ' 78, was
recently named chief operating
officer, CompHealth, Salt Lake
City, UT.
0 Steve R. Ellis, BBA '79, MBA
'80, in February was promoted to
display advertising manager, Kalamazoo Gazette, Kalamazoo, MI.
0 Barbara Kennedy, BS '79, in
January was hired as a third grade
teacher at the Lewiston School,
Lewiston, MI.
0 Michael J. Meeusen, BBA '79,
in June was appointed assistant
general counsel, General Dynamics Land Systems, Inc. , Sterling
Heights, MI.
0 David Shane, BS '79, was recently named city editor, Midland
Daily News, Midland, MI.
0 Michael J. Walsh, MA '79, in
May was named associate director

Tau Kappa Epsilon alumni
celebrate anniversary
This year marks the fortieth anniversary for Western
Michigan University's Delta Alpha Chapter of Tau Kappa
Epsilon.
To commemorate the occasion, all WMU alumni and
friends belonging to the fraternity are invited to return to
campus Homecoming weekend, October 16, 17, and 18. In
addition to the traditional Homecoming events, the fraternity will be the host for a dinner/dance 6:00 p.m.
Saturday, October 17, at the Birches, 3082 S. 9th Street in .
Oshtemo.
More complete information will be sent by mail to Tau
Kappa Epsilon alumni and friends. For more details, contact Steve Chapman at (616) 375-7052.

continuedfrompaue7

for KPMG Peat Marwick and serves as a member of its
board of directors.
Smith was named to his current position six months
after Peat Marwick International merged with Klynveld
Main Goerdeler in January 1987. This merger formed one
of the world's leading accounting, auditing, and
consulting firms. Today KPMG Peat Marwick has 6,100
partners and principals worldwide and a total staff of
76,200 people.
As vice chairman-tax, Smith is in charge of the
Department of Professional Practice-Tax, located in New
York City. He supervises and directs the department as it
serves and monitors KPMG Peat Marwick's tax practice.
All policy matters and decisions relating to tax practice
rest with Smith, as does responsibility for monitoring the
quality of the firm 's tax practice through tax professional
practice reviews that institute policies and recommendations.
In addition, Smith serves as chairperson of the tax
practice committee, which makes policy recommendations about the firm's tax practice to the board of directors, of which he is a member.
A 1964 WMU graduate with a bachelor of business
administration degree, Smith joined the firm immediately
after graduation, taking a position with the Chicago,
Illinois, office of Peat Marwick International. He was
elected to the firm's partnership just seven years later.
Smith served as international tax partner for the
Midwest region from 1974 to 1978, when he was transferred to the Houston, Texas, office to serve as partner in
charge of the tax department.
Throughout his career, Smith has been active in both
professional and civic organizations. He is a member of
the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants,
the American Accounting Association, and the Tax
Foundation, to mention a few.
When living in Chicago, he was named Palatine Man of
the Year, a 1974 honor, and Board Chairman of the Year
for the YMCA of Metropolitan Chicago, a 1977 honor. His
community service continued in Houston where he was a
member of the Houston Symphony Board of Directors
and a member of the editorial Board for the Houston
Business Journal.

for administration, The Clovernook Center-Opportunities for the
Blind, North College Hill, Cincinnati, OH.

1980-1981
0 Craig Baughman, BA

'80, was
recently named regional manager,
Residence Inn by Marriott,
Kalamazoo, MI.
0 Sherri Noel Coe-Perkins, MA
'80, was recently named vice president for student affairs, Mar quette University, Marquette, MI.
0 John Hutchinson, BBA '80, in
June was assigned to product sales
manager , Parker Hannifin, Brass
Products Division, Plainwell, MI.
0 Gary B. Kushner, MPA '80, was
recently elected to the Board of
Directors of the Society for
Human Resource Management.
0 Mary Jo Nye, BA '80, in May
was named director of the Literacy
Council of Calhoun County, MI.
0 Michael Popovich, BS '80, in
March was named product manager-axles, Eaton Corp., Kalamazoo, MI.
0 Steve Raschke, BBA '80, in
February was promoted to distri bution manager, Kalamazoo Gazette, Kalamazoo, MI.
0 John W. Varian, BBA '80, was
recently appointed vice president
and chief financial officer, Anergen, Inc., Redwood City, CA.
0 Patrick L. Fuller, BS '81, in
April was appointed to the Michigan Employment Security Board of
Review by Gov. John Engler.
Fuller resides in Okemos, MI.
0 Mark, BBA '81, in February was
promoted to advertising planning
manager, Lowe's Companies, Inc.
Kauffman resides in Wilkesboro,
NC.
0 Rev. Leonard Marcilous, BA
'81, MA '84, in January was named

pastor, First Christian Church,
Saginaw, MI.
0 David J. McCarthy, MA '81, in
February was appointed associate
vice president, Fahnestock & Co.,
Inc., Kalamazoo, MI.
0 William G. Myers, BS '81, in
May was named manufacturing
manager, Ronningen-Petter, Portage, MI.
0 James M. Palenick, BS '8 1,
MPA '87, in February became city
manager of Dowagiac, MI.
0 Kathy Clark Schmid, MA '81,
in May was presented the "outstanding faculty award" for the
occupational therapy department
at Eastern Kentucky University,
Richmond, KY.
0 John S. Van Alstyne, BBA '81,
in March was promoted to marketing director, Solvay Automotive, Inc., Troy, MI.
0 Steven H. Weston, BS '81, in
February became a shareholder in
the law firm Howard & Howard,
Kalamazoo, MI.

1982-1983
0 Janette A. Kowalik Chaparian,

BS '82, was appointed corporate
banking officer, U.S. Banking,
Comerica Bank, Detroit, MI.
0 Ann Dale Cibbarelli, MA '82, in
May received the Master of
Divinity degree, Union Theologi cal Seminary, Richmond, Virginia.
0 Timothy Dunham, BBA '82, in
March was appointed to real estate
workout officer for Barnett Bank,
Inc., Jacksonville, Fl.
0 Deborah Studt-Scafaria, BS
'82, MA '88, in April was promoted
to loan originator, Fidelity Savings Bank, Kalamazoo, MI.
• Sheryl L. Vander Baan, BA '82,
in January was appointed as assistant vice president. Old Kent
Financial Corp., Grand Rapids, MI.
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0 Gregory Houfley, BBA '83, in

February was promoted to senior
manager, tax department, Deloitte
& Touche, Detroit, MI.
• Michele Renee Barry, BBA '83,
in February was awarded a CMA
designation by the Institute of
Certified Management Accountants . Barry is an associate with
Western Development Group ,
Inc., San Bruno, CA.
0 Robert L. Buker, BS '83, was
recently named vice president of
research and • development ,
Gelman Sciences, Ann Arbor, Ml.
0 Steven M. Elbers, BS '83, in
May was promoted to vice president, First of Ame rica Bank-Mid
Michigan, Bay City, MI.
0 Rory Lanning, BBA '83, in
February was appointed assistant
vice president of branch administration, NBD Bank-West Michigan
Division . Lanning resides in
Grand Rapids, MI.
O Melvin C. Stubli, BBA '83, in
January was named personal loan
officer for the Lenawee District of
Society Bank, Adrian, MI.

1984-1985
0 Steve Chalson, BFA '84, in

April was made a partner and
named principal/vice president of
sales and marketing, Design
North, Inc., Racine, Wl.
0 Mark Conn, BBA '84, was recently promoted to assistant vice
president, First of America Bank
Central, Lansing, MI.
• Alex Escamilla , BS '84, in
February was hired as a bilingual
teacher for the Fennville Pub lic
Schools, Fennville, MI.
0 Patricia Goodrich, MA '84 ,
recently published a collection of
poetry entitled An Inticate Lacing.
Goodrich resides in Anchester, NH.
0 James Hergott, BS '84, in May
was named project coordinator,
Saginaw Bay Resource Conservation & Development Area , Inc.,
Saginaw, MI.
• Douglas S. Nagy, BS '84, in

Deaths

1910-1929

Bessie M. Rothrick Kipp, TC '13,
February 16, 1992, in Marshall,
MI.
Herman G. Schumacher, TC
'15, February 2, 1992, in Detroit,
MI.
Ellen Erickson Kremer, TC '18,
February 12, 1992, Norway, MI.
Mable Ruth Blough Penney,
TC ' 18, February 22 , 1992 , in
Troy, MI.
Margaret M. Franklin, TC '20,
March 16, 1992, Allegan, MI.
Walter A. Graff, TC '20, March
4, 1992, in Lansing, MI.
Herbert Radabaugh , TC '21 ,
March 9, 1992, in Detroil, MI.
Lovella M. Schroeder Gordon,
TC '23 , April 15, 1992, in Battle
Creek, MI.
Neva H. Hill, TC '23 , BA '58,
MA '62 , June 12 , 1992 , in Kalamzoo, MI.
Dr. Annemarie E. Krause, TC
'23 , in January, 1992, in Berrien
Springs, MI.
Helen J. Whitlock Rubert, TC
'23 , January 23 , 1992, in Kalamazoo, MI.
Mary L. Doane Shugars , TC
'23, died April 8, 1992, in Kalamazoo, MI.
Zena Dock Zeigler, TC '23 ,
January 5, 1992, in Goshen, IN.
Helene G. Bardwell Howlett,
TC '24, April 9, 1992, in Lansing,
MI.
Elizabeth Crose Miller, TC '24,
June 6, 1992, in Kalamazoo, MI.
Margaret E. Cook Dibble, TC
'25, March 21, 1992, in Marshall,
MI.
Marjorie Graham, BS '25, April
27, 1992, in Kalamazoo, MI.
Gertrude Ann Van Vyven
Shaw, TC '25, January 10, 1992,
in Three Rivers, MI.
Carl R. Bacon , TC ' 26 ,
February 26, 1992, in Comstock
Twp, MI.

May accepted a position as program director, Horizons Rehabilitation , Inc., Boulder, CO.
0 Darren M. Timmeney, BBA
'84, in March was promoted to
assistant vice president, NBD
Bank, Kalamazoo, MI.
• James Bonevich, BS '85, in
December was hired as the assistant I ibrarian, Douglas Library ,
Douglas, MI.
• William W. Bowerman IV, BA
'85, recently delivered a paper at
the IV World Conference on Birds
of Prey, Berlin, Germany. Bowerman is a doctoral student, Department of Fis heries and Wi ldlife ,
Michigan State University, Lansing, MI.
0 Cheryl A. Hannan Commyn,
BBA '85, in February was appointed to officer, corporate planning, Comerica, Inc., Detroit, MI.
0 Rev. James Louis Felton, BA
'85, in January was named pastor,
Galilee Missionary Baptist Church,
Kalamazoo, MI.
0 David Griffin, BS '85, in March
was promoted to the rank of corporal, St. Joseph County Sheriffs
Department, Centreville, MI.
0 Kristin Gates Johnson , MA
'85, joined the staff of Wilson
Center Mental Hea lth Clinic ,
Northfield, MN.
0 Timothy R. Smith, BS '85, in
January was named director of
pa rki ng fo r the Palace an d the
New Pine Kno b Music Theatre ,
Auburn Hills, MI.
O Lois L. Clark Taylor, BBA '85,
in February was promoted to
supervisor of interna l auditing at
the Kellogg Co., Battle Creek, MI.

1986-1987
• Jennifer Alban, BS '86,
recently accepted a posi tion with
Service Medical Equipment,
Chicago, IL.
0 Pamela Carr, BBA '86, in
February was named special products coordinator in the advertising department, Kalamazoo

Adelia L. Case Brule, TC '26,
March 2, 1992, Kalamazoo, MI.
Geraldine G. Hopkins Cilley,
TC '26, January 3, 1992, in Battle
Creek, MI.
G. Marian Young, TC '26 ,
March 24, 1992, in St. Johns, MI.
Ruth R. Hamilton, BA '28, in
September, 1991 in Hixson, TN.
Raymond Morley, BA '28 , in
January, 1992, in Kalamazoo, MI.
Mary Anne Heverly Savage, TC
'28, BA '51 , MA '60, June 9, 1992,
in Mt. Pleasant, MI.
Evelyn E. Burke, BA '29, April
9, 1992, in Kalamazoo, MI.
Juanita Mae Langston Ru imveld, BS '29, February 7, 1992, in
Kalamazoo, MI.

1930-1939
Muriel Knoblauch, TC '30, June
30, 1991, in Tucson, AZ.
Laurence V. Chapman, TC '31 ,
January 17, 1992, in Mattawan ,
MI.
Alvin D. Loving, BA '31, May 7,
1992, in Detroit, MI.
Gaylor M. Speaker, BS '31 ,
March 11, 1992, in Wayne, MI.
Dorothy M. Black, BA '32 ,
June 2, 1992, in Oakland, MI.
Wilma M. Early, BA '32, Janu ary 29, 1992, in Kalamazoo, MI.
Reginald K. Hills, BA '32, June
30, 1991, in Mountain Hi lls, AR.
Clarence E. Bewalda, BA '33,
February 23, 1992, in Kansas City,
MO.
Getha Vanderbrook , BS '33,
June 17, 1991, in Gobles, MI.
Jessie G. Truesdell , BS '34 ,
April 7, 1992, in Marshall , MI.
Alta P. Trim, BA '36, April 11,
1992, in Sturgis, MI.
Louise C. Bicknell Ryan, BA
'38, January 16, 1992, in Mat tawan, MI.
Raymond Early, BA '39 , May
25, 1991, in Auburn, CA.

1940-1949
John H. Maat , BS '42, May 5,
1992, in Grand Rapids, MI.
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Gazette, Kalamazoo, MI.
• Paul G. Elie, BBA '86, in June
was promoted to manager, Price
Waterhouse, Detroit, MI.
0 S teve Kiefer, BBA '86, in
January was appointed as regional
sales manager for Tropicana 's
northeast zone. Kiefer resides in
Portage, MI.
O Timothy Murphy, BS '86, was
recently named morning announcer for WKLT, Traverse City,
Ml, and WKLZ, Petoskey, MI.
• MegAnn Williams Owens, BBA
'86, in June was named account
executive for business communication services, AT&T. Williams
resides in Mil ford, NH.
0 Jute Schondelmayer, BBA '86,
in March was named a full loan
officer, Hastings Savings & Loan,
Hasti ngs, MI.
0 Kenneth Slater, DPA '86, was
named director of community services, Developmentally Disabled
Program, Lansing, MI.
0 Michael J. Swogger, BA '86, in
March was named an associate in
the law firm of Read & Sharp,
Traverse City, MI.
0 Scott Kuiper, BB A '87, in
March was appointed sales consultant, Michigan Disposal Services,
Kalamazoo, MI.
0 Scott McGraw, BA '87, in May
purchased the Bronson Journal
and Union City Register-Tribune.
McGraw resides in Three Rivers, MI.
0 Craig A. Mohney, BBA '87, in
May received a medical degree
from the Bowman Gray School of
Medicine at Wake Fo rest Unive rsity, Winston-Sa lem, N.C. Mohney
will now train in diagnostic radio logy at Oa kwood Hospita l, Dearborn, MI.
0 Dennis Rau, BBA '87, in March
accepted a position with the physician deve lop ment office, St.
Joseph Health Systems, Flint, MI.
• Julie E. Shroyer, BSW '87, in
May was named as assistant director for government relations ,
American Psychiatric Association,
Washington, D.C.

Lloyd F. Noggle , BS '42,
January 27, 1992, in Shelbyville,
IL.
Mary Ellen Nolan Delsipee, BS
'43, January 26, 1992, in Saginaw,
MI.
Raymond L. Barber, BS '45 ,
MA '57, March 22 , 1992, in Kalamazoo, MI.
Louise Fuller LaRoy, BS '45,
April 25, 1992, in Buchanan, MI.
Elizabeth McCracken, BS '45 ,
January 10, 1992, in Grand Haven ,
MI.
Dolores Brown, BS '47, April
12, 1992, in St. Joseph, MI.
Robert Kohloff, BS '48, in January, 1992, in StClair Shores, MI.
Joanne M. Smith Sharp, BS
'48, April 30, 1992, in Albion, MI.
Vester L. Van Meter, BS'48, in
April, 1992, in Kalamazoo, MI.
Walter Dmytro D.D.S , BS '49,
February 13, 1992, in Kalamazoo,
MI.
Guy Douglas Pound, Jr., TC
'49, February 7, 1992, in Harlingen, TX.
Irene M. Boers Walsh, BS '49,
March 13, 1992, in Kalamazoo, MI.

1950-1959
Barbara R. Bird, BA '50, February
26, 1992, in Grand Rapids, MI.
Robert H. Carlson, BS 'SO, MA
'68, March 21 , 1992, in Hastings,
MI.
Anthony J. Cekola, BA '50 ,
June 14, 1992, in Kalamazoo, MI.
Barbara M. Geedey Dean, BA
'50, February 29, 1992, in Battle
Creek, MI.
Margaret E. Stroud Haggerty,
BS '50 , March 16 , 1992 , in
Charlevoix, MI.
Charles E. McKeon, BS '50 ,
March, 1992, in Birmingham, MI.
Alma A. Tinkham , BA '50 ,
March 26, 1992, in Kalamazoo, MI.
David E. Wiese, BS '50, April
23, 1992, in Bradenton, FL.
Wallace R. Bailey, BA '51, April
23, 1992, in Traverse City, MI.

Western Michigan University

1988-1989

1990-1991

0 Meredith A. Clark, BS '88, has
accepted a position as health and
ergonomics consultant, National
Loss Control Service Corp., Long
Grove, IL.
0 Anthony Maxwell , BS '88, in
May received a Juris Doctorate degree from the Thurgood Marshall
School of Law , Texas Southern
University, Houston, TX.
• Jack Steiner, MPA '88, was
recently named administrator ,
Ingham County Medical Care
Facility, Lansing, MI.
0 Curtis L. West, BS '88, is a
management/systems consultant
for Andersen Consulting, Minneapolis, MN.
• Christopher Wilcox, BBA '88,
in March was appointed ad ministrative assistant, American
Home Food Products, Inc. , Fort
Worth, TX.
0 Kristine Allen , BS '89, in
Jan uary was appoi nted assistant
prod uction manager, Traver and
Associates, Battle Creek, MI.
• Michael R. Bontrager, BBA '89,
in January was named financia l
analyst in the Commericial Lending Department, Bank One,
Sturgis, MI.
0 Kevin Boynton, BBA '89, was
named branch manager, First of
America Bank-Michigan, Kalamazoo, MI.
0 Kathleen G. Curtis Korstange,
MA '89, in April joined the staff of
Regional Psychology, Fremont, MI.
0 Jeffrey Lawson , BS '89, in
May was named city manager of
Auburn, MI.
• Charles R. Perricone, BBA '89,
in March joi ned the tax department of Plante & Moran, Kalamazoo, MI.
0 John R. Rood, MBA '89, in May
was elected accounting officer,
Bank of Lenawee, Adrian, MI.
0 Barbara Charlisle Slates, BS
'89 , was recently promoted to
sales manager , Western Tem porary Services, Kalamazoo, MI.

0 Joseph Cook, BBA '90, in Feb-

Joan J. Salwoitas Ruden, SC
'51 , January 22 , 1992, in Kalamazoo , MI.
Rachel Crosby Payne, BS '52,
March 4, 1992, in Plainwell, MI.
James R. Rose Jr., BA '52, February 11, 1992, in Westland, MI.
Dorothy G. Strawderman
Anderson, BA '53, MA '55, January
3, 1992, in Paw Paw, MI.
Margaret H. Blaine Richwine,
BA '53, January 28, 1992 , in
Monroe, MI.
Julia G. Nelson Bigsby, BS '54 ,
April13, 1992, in Muskegon , MI.
Shirley J. Somers Es s lair ,
BBA '55, May 11, 1992, in South
Haven. MI.
Kenneth Keppen, BS '55, March
2, 1992, in Lincoln Park, MI.
Robert B. Fitch , BS '56, November 15, 1991, in Phoenix, AZ.
Helen Kirchner, TC '31, BS
'56, January 13, 1992, in Grand
Haven, MI.
Joan M. Toney, BS '56, Feb ruary 4, 1992, in Englewood, CO.
Ruth M. Breeden Twiss , BS
'56, in April 1992, in Springport,
MI.
Lena Lawrence Cornish, BA
'58, April 14, 1992, in Lansing, MI.
Ruth Amos Engstrom , MA '58,
February 19, 1992, in Detroit, MI.
Elma L. Geslar Hoffman , 8A
'58, March 13, 1992, in Hastings,
MI.
Doris M. Doster Hyde, BA '58,
March 13, 1992, in Kalamazoo ,
MI.
Ava Mae Tubbs Kroger, BS '58,
in Vermontville, MI, it was re cently learned.
Annette Christiansen Doyen,
BA '59, April 21, 1992, in Kala mazoo, MI.
Dorothy E. Johnson Lander,
BA '59, MA '63, March 2, 1992, in
Kalamazoo, MI.
Leslie W. Potter, BA '59, June
12, 1991, in Valley Center, CA.
Gladys Vananrooy, BA '59, November 20, 1991, in Hollywood, FL.

ruary was promoted to specialist
III, data processing department,
State Farm Mutual Automobile
Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL.
0 Mark Dlugopolski, BBA '90, in
January was appointed national
account representative for Jekel
Moving and Storage/United Van
Lines. Dlugopolski resides in
Holland, MI.
• Rogene M. Eichler, BS '90, was
awarded a pre-doctoral fellowship
from the Army High Performance
Compuling Research Center.
Eichler is currently a graduate
student in the Neuroscience Program at the University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, MN.
0 Johnene Kimberly Getts , BS
'90, was promoted to telephone
services consultant, Michigan
Message Center, Kalamazoo, MI.
0 Kimberly Hall , BBA '90 , in
January was appointed marketing
specialist by United Federal Credit
Union, Buchanan, MI.
0 Judy Klein, BS '90, in February
was appointed medical administration manager for Blue Care
etwork, Kalamazoo, MI.
• Sharon Root Rocker, MA '90 ,
was recently awarded a fellowship
by the National Endowment for
the Humanities to participate in
the 1992 program of Summer
Sem inars for School Teachers,
University of Illinois, Chicago, lL.
0 Penny M. McKinney Zipf, BA
'90, in October 1991 was hired as
a pharmaceutical sales representative, Princeton Pharmaceutical
Products. Zipf resides in Kala mazoo, MI.
0 Douglas Delaney, MA '91 , in
May was appointed director of the
Catholic Conference for the state
of Colorado.
0 Steve Doorn , BBA '91, in
January was appointed management trainee , First of America
Bank, Kalamazoo, MI.

1960-1969
Donald R. Blaine , BBA '60 ,
October 4, 1991, in Lansing, MI.
Rose M. O'Connell Bollinger, BS
'61 , March 13, 1992, in Ionia, MI.
Keith P. Cline, BBA '61 ,
January 15, 1992, in Sturgis, MI.
Ruth Stockfish Behlin g, BS
'62, February 17, 1992, in Ann
Arbor, MI.
Darwin F. Mas on , BS '62,
MA'69, January 29 , 1992. in Battle
Creek, MI.
Luella Oberg Pursel, MA '62 ,
March 27, 1992, in Largo, FL.
Elmer Theodore, MA '62, April
30, 1992, in Grandville, MI.
David W. Garrett , BA '63,
March 29 , 1992, in Kalamazoo,
MI.
Jacqueline Down Wolf, BA '63,
March 16, 1992, in Evanston , IL.
Betty Ni dy Dav is, BS '64,
February 11, 1992, in Kalamazoo,
MI.
Alice Davenport Klenk, BS '64,
March 18, 1992, in Grand Rapids,
MI.
Chalm er D. Miller, BS '64 ,
March 4, 1992, in Freeport, MI.
Cleo Handy Roberts , BA '64,
April17, 1992 in Little Rock, AR.
Agnes Lyden Conroy, BS '65,
January 25 , 1992 , in Grand
Rapids, MI.
Helen L. Parlberg, BA '65 ,
March 3, 1992, in Woodstock, IL.
Delmur J. Munson, BA '67, in
May 1992, in Portage, MI.
Terrence C. Zimmerman, BBA
'67, November 19 , 1991 , in
Walker, MI.
Mary Luis DeMet, BBA '68, in
January, 1992 , in Minneapolis,
MN.
Daniel K. Forrister, PhD, BA
'68, January 21, 1992, in Dallas,
TX.
Darryl R. Lipps , BS '68, MA
'75 , February 2 , 1992, in
Coldwater, MI.
Elizabeth Hartsuch Skippers,
TC '68 , March 16, 1992, in Vicksburg, MI.
Elizabeth Miller Stanton, MA

0 Anita Freiman is, BBA '91 , in
March was named staff accountant
for Plante & Moran. Battle Creek,
MI.
0 Scott Herrma nn, B '91 , in
February was hired as a publ ic
safety officer in Farmington, MI.
0 Debra Kroll , BA '91, was
recently hired as an account executive for Media Distribution
Services, Detroit, MI.
• Navy Ensign Andrejs J. Lewis,
B '91, was recently commis sioned in his present rank upon
graduation from Officer Candidate
chool, Newport, RI.
• Jane Shock Peterson, BA '91,
in January was named reporter for
the Berrien County Record, St.
Joseph, MI.
• Robin Rhoad es , B '91 , in
March was promoted to public
relations manager, International
Foundry ales and ervice, Battle
Creek, MI.
• Kristy S hull , BBA '91 , in
March was named as staff accountant, Plante & Moran , Battle
Creek, MI.
• Henry H. Suarez, BBA '91 , was
hired as the marketing coordinator, Upjohn Inter-American Corp.,
Santo Domingo, Dominican
Republic.
• Randy Teegardin, MPA '91. in
January was promoted to assistant
vice president/trust manager ,
Hastings City Bank, Hastings , MI.
0 Sheryl L. Vlisides, BA '91, has
recently joined the staff at Bigg
Gilmore Associates , Kalamazoo,
MI.
• Jan C. Walter, MA '91, in May
wa promoted to engineering
manager, Ronn ingen -Petter,
Portage, MI.

1992
• Steve W. Haas , BBA '92 , was
recently hired as a research associate, Duff & Phelp . In c. ,
Chicago, IL.

'6 , June 2, 1992, in Lake Fore t,
IL.
Glen R. He fner, B '69.
February 1992, in Plainwell, MI.
Leslie A. Miner, B '69 , February 15, 1992, in St. Joseph , MI.
Diana Ruth Wamat Monahan.
BA '69 , Feburar y 2, 1992 , in
Oakland, MI.
Micha el R. Wunsch, BS '69,
February 9, 1992, in Kalamazoo,
MI.

1970-1979
William Alan Daleski, BA '70. May
2, 1992, in Royal Oak, MI.
James M. Bums, BA '72, January 31, 1992, in Ann Arbor, MI.
Lind a L. Gruize nga, BA '72.
April 11 , 1992 in Kalamazoo, MI.
Willia m McMillan , M W '74,
March 5, 1992, in Indianapolis, I .
Clifford C. Sage Jr, BS '74, MA
' 3, in April , 1992, in Kalamazoo,
MI.
Kathy Reed Sherwin, BM '74,
March 7, 1992, in tevens Point,
WI .
J ames D. Haase, MA '77,
February 22, 1992, in Lansing, MI.
John F. Outman, B '77, February 15, 1992, in Leonida , MI.
Emily F. White, BS '7 , March
22, 1992, in Kalamazoo, MI.
Richard A. Yealin , BBA '7 ,
June 17, 1992, in Kalamazoo, MI.
Gary Garehan, MBA '79, April
7, 1992. in Gulf hores, AL.
Ike Jerome Laury III, BBA '79,
February 15, 1992, in Saginaw. MI.
Dirk A. Schuiteboer, BS '79,
MA ' 4, January
1992 , in
Plainwell, MI.

1980-1992
Kenneth H. DeKoekkoek, B · 6.
January 18, 1992, in Martin, MI.
Susanne M. Ketch, BBA '
February 15 , 1992, in Battl e
Creek, MI.
James W. Ehinger, BBA ' 9, in
March 1991, in Bre ckenr idg e,
Colorado.
Carla A. Jone s, PhD ' 9, in
Pottstown , PA.
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Western Michigan University

A funny thing happened on the

way to the Westerner meeting ...
We were gathering for our morning Westerner committee
meeting, ambling down the hall to the conference room,
coffee and muffin in tow.
"I this gonna be a short one?" the graphic designer
a ked loudly, smirking as he pointed down toward the
"vertically challenged" editor leading our entourage.
"Maybe," the editor replied without turning around, "It all
depends on whether you can stifle the short jokes long
enough for us to come up with theme ideas for the next
few issue ."
"Outstanding!" I thought, visions of hot national issues
dancing in my head. "What'll we settle on-the state of
education in America, the political ramifications of
genetic engineering?"
"You know, things seem so difficult these days, so negative" a voice said as we neared the conference room door.
We all got a little quiet, each of us feeling the pressure of
our own per onal problems and struggles.
''Why don't we lighten up and do a fun issue?" someone
else suggested. "We can talk about what keeps people
going through tough time like wars, recessions, and
Westerner meetings."
And that, folks, is how you came to be reading humorou anecdote about life at Western Michigan University.
I walked away from the meeting, I realized my remedy for getting through blue day is to think about stories
that make me laugh.
I work in the world of sports and, as those highly popular video tapes of sports blooper prove, sports can be
hilariou .
Of course, it's important to learn to laugh at yourself,
too. Trust me, I know about this. There was the time I
didn't wear boot to the hockey rink, just dress shoes. I
slipped on the ice outside the arena and the Ferris State
University assi tant coach had to pick me up-three
times. I fell three times! I still can't look that man straight
in the eye. And he can't look me in the eye either.
Another m mory guaranteed to p rk up my spirit
reminds me of Abbott and Costello's
"Who's on First" routine.
Then hockey assistant coach Tom
Newton and assistant athletic
trainer Bob "Hap" Zarzour,
M.A. 4, were having an animated discussion while passing out turkey sandwiches to a
us load of famished hockey
players. Tom hands Hap a white
container of sliced tomatoes. Hap
hands it to me. I hand it back to Hap
who hands it absentmindedly back
to Tom. till gabbing, Tom hands
Hap another white container, this
time filled with lettuce. Hap
hand it to me and I hand it
back to Hap who hands it to
Tom. uddenly
they get quiet and both men
( _,.. -...
look at me.
)
"What the heck are you
doing? Hap shouts. "Why don't you
pa s them back to the guys?"
"And just where should they put their tomato slice and
lettuce leaf until they get their sandwich," I respectfully
ask, " lap it on their palms?"
The musical containers story has such deep sociological
ignificance that I u it when teaching University 101, a
cia s that helps freshmen get acclimated to the mysteries
of college life. The moral is: Once in a while, there's a
logical order for at lea t a few things in this world. For
instance, one hould already have the sandwich before
dealing with the condiment .
One hould also have a sense of humor. Learning to
chuckle about some of our worst moments can help us
survive all those inevitable brushes with the unexpected
and the embarras ing. After all, none of us is perfect.
Whether we're presidents or plumbers, our best laid plans
occa ionally go awry.
Dr. Lewi Walker, professor and chairperson of the
Department of ociology laughed when I repeated some
of the stories people were telling me. "The thing about
tough time i they don't last forever. Neither do the good
time , I guess," he said. 'History repeats itself in a cyclical
fa hion, but people are so resilient. They find ways to get
through until the good times come back around."
We hope our stories of campus life give you a break
from some of your trials and tribulations, even if we've
di gui ed a name or two to protect the guilty.

Did I just see what I thought I just saw?

I was working a gymnastics meet and we were watching a
good performance by one of the Broncos when a guy,
naked as a jaybird, "streaks" across the floor exercise mat.
Now, I'm a student of the 1980s. We didn't have streakers
in my college days. All of us at the scoring and announcing table were in shock, our mouths hanging open.
"Can you believe that judge? He must be blind," Coach
Fred Orlofsky says approaching the table unconcerned.
"How can he give Mark that score? Where's one of my
protest sheets?"
"What?" I asked in utter confusion, wondering if the
man who started WMU's gymnastics program in 1967
might be needing a rest.
''A protest sheet," Orlofsky repeated.
"Fred, some guy with a nylon over his head just
streaked across the floor exercise mat, doing cartwheels
and roundoffs," I squeaked out, thinking that he must
have somehow missed this event while watching Mark's.
"Oh him," Fred said with a shrug. "He never could do a
proper roundoff even back when he was competing." And
off the coach went to protest the score.

Hey coach, should it be snowing in the van?

If a former team member can streak a gymnastics meet
without turning Coach Orlofsky's head, what would get
his attention? "Well, we were traveling in a van to a meet
at Northern Illinois and some of the guys fell asleep,"
Orlofsky confided.
"Mike Roland, B.B.A. '91, hit the fire extinguisher with
his foot in his sleep and within seconds the whole van
filled with white powder. There was powder everywhere.
We were rolling down the windows as I started to pull off
to the shoulder of the expressway and there was white
stuff flying out of the van. But the funniest part is that
Mike just kept on sleeping. One of the other guys had to
actually take his foot off the handle to get the thing to
shut off."

Where do you go for a quiet drive?

"I was working on a research project with a professor
from the College of Education," Dr. Stan Robin, professor
of sociology, says. "We were working late at night in
Sangren-our cars were the only two in the parking lot.
We'd parked side by side and when we'd finished for the
night, he jumped into his car, grinned up at me, put his
car in reverse, and zoomed backwards to beat me out of
the parking lot.
"He backed right into the cement sconce that holds the
flood light-it was the only thing in the parking lot he
could have hit. He put an absolutely square dent in his
trunk and rear bumper and drove off with his taillights
twinkling like a Christmas tree. The car was never right
after that. He had to sell it."

Wow, when did Western do all that?

One staff member says he's finally able to talk about the
hazards of not previewing video tapes in their entirety
before playing them at events. He'd only been on the job a
short while when he found himself conducting an event
in South Bend, Indiana. Wanting everything to go
smoothly and look good, he'd planned every detail and
arrived early to get organized.
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emotionally, psychologically, and physically fit society.
Indeed, up until Renaissance times, humor was directly
related to fitness. People in Western cultures thought
their disposition was determined by four basic bodily fluids or humors: blood, phlegm, choler (yellow bile), and
melancholy (black bile). Over the years, humor gradually
came to refer to our general mood or state of mind, as
well as our ability to discern and appreciate ludicrous,
absurd, incongruous, or comical events.
Being funny back then wasn't necessarily good. It was
often viewed as undignified, malicious, morally damaging,
and downright evil. Few people today argue that humor
and laughter don't have their drawbacks. After all, laughter can be a pathological denial of reality, a running away
from the difficulties of living, or, as when we tell ethnic
jokes, an abusive way of pumping up our egos and feelings
of superiority at the expense of others.
But these days more and more people from all walks of
life tend to agree with theorists like George Mikes, who
contends that even at its most offensive, humor can still
be valuable. "Human nature," he says, "is not peerless and
angelic, and one needs to get rid of a certain amount of
nastiness, so why not laugh it off? Even the most aggressive jokes are better than the least aggressive wars."
Comedians Steve Allen and Sid Caesar probably
wouldn't disagree. They've teamed up with their physician
sons to promote humor's mental and physiological benefits. And numerous studies back them up. Research has
shown that sustained laughter can produce the same
types of physiological changes in respiration and circulation that aerobic exercise can produce. In addition, laughing often decreases hypertension, increases pain
tolerance, and reverses the harmful affects of stress and
anxiety.
Laughter really is good medicine, Young emphasizes.
"Its healing powers can improve physical, as well as mental health. Since stress and lifestyle figure as major factors
in our nation's leading causes of death, WMU's decision to
incorporate health and humor into the university
curriculum makes sense. The (Health and Humor) class
helps people to call on humor as a resource tool to get a
different perspective on life when the going gets tough,"
she says.
Dr. Thomas Pagel, associate professor of communication, concurs.
"The psychological impact of humor is to release tension and reduce stress," Pagel says, using stand-up comedy as an example. "It's like blowing up a balloon. With
each puff, you increase the anxiety level. Then with the
punchline comes laughter and the release of tension,
accompanied by a feeling of pleasure and satisfaction."
On a sociological level, Pagel adds that humor allows
us to safely broach touchy subjects and contributes to
social commentary, often by making fun of our anxieties
and prejudices. "People today have trouble conversingsaying what they really feel. Humor allows their anxieties to be brought out in the open and makes them
realize they're not alone," he says.
Recognizing that humor can serve as an escape valve,
helping us to forget our worries if only for a while, has
helped bring notoriety to comedian Heywood Banks,
who alumni may remember as Stuart Mitchell, a
humorous folk singer when he attended WMU in the
late 1960s. He has performed on MTV's "Half Hour
Comedy Hour" and A&E's "An Evening at the Improv."
Banks says he uses humor "to take his audience to
another place." He says he thinks his brand of inventive
humor draws audiences because "the economy's bad, and
people need something to take their minds off it."
All in all, we Americans tend to try and find the lighter
side, Dr. Brad Hayden, associate professor of English,
observes. "For the most part, Americans are an optimistic,
funny people," Hayden says. 1'We don't mind if people
laugh at us because we have always been able to laugh at
ourselves."
Today's humorists are much indebted to humorists like
Mark Twain who preceded them, Hayden adds. "When we
see Tim Allen fumbling with his tools on television, we're
seeing a re-creation of the American innocent, an
American type who has been with us almost from the
beginning."
Hayden, who like Caskey and Young was among those
presenting papers at this summer's humor conference in
Paris, feels that our sense of humor has contributed to
our national success. "Whether it's Ben Franklin,
Washington Irving, Mark Twain, James Thurber, or Gary
Trudeau, American humorists have made people laugh
when the alternative is to cry-for to poke fun at any
situation suggests that a better alternative exists. The
absurdity of humor is therapy for the absurdity of life."
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Tim Allen builds a solid hit

confers with his
neighbor, Wilson (Earl
Hindman), over the backyard fence.
Wilson offers his sage wisdom and provides perspective when virtuous Tim butts heads with caveman Taylor.
"I wrote the pilot myself," Allen says, "and I wanted a
guy that would give me (and the audience) advice on how
to live a man's life so that the women watching would
learn a little too. I have an interest in finding out what
makes men tick and emancipating those things that have
been taken from us. Wilson gives my character a different
perspective on why men do what they do."
To keep the macho shtick from wearing thin, Taylor's
"masculinist" character has been softened to capitalize on
the tremendous chemistry between Allen and his onscreen wife, Jill (Patricia Richardson). The real power of
the series is their genuine, caring relationship that's
nailed together with honesty and humor.
Does it bother Laura that the entire country thinks
Allen and his TV wife are a great couple?
"Not really," he replies. "Off-camera Patricia and I
aren't very much alike. I'm not physically her kind of guy;
her husband is a big strappin' guy, a real manly man.
Whereas, I may wear make-up and a dress on the show."
Also, Allen says, Laura noticed he and Richardson don't
kiss too well. Richardson noticed it too. "At first he kissed
me like I was wallboard," she jokingly told People
magazine.
But Allen isn't spending all of his spare moments trying
to improve his on-screen technique with Richardson.
'Laura and I still like to garden and do normal things
around the house," Allen claims. And, despite a necessary
move to Los Angeles, California, with their three-year-old
daughter Kady, the two have kept their home in the
Detroit, Michigan, suburb of Beverly Hills and will try to
return in time for the fall colors.
Loyal to his Midwestern roots, Allen's character, Tim
Taylor, not only lives in Detroit but occasionally refers to
his WMU college days. In one episode, his wife reminds
aylor of the t1me he cned watchmg Dr. Zhivago m
Sangren Hall.
"I owe a lot of my success to WMU," Allen says.
"Television has always been a part of my life, basically
because of Western. I learned the production side of TV
there, so it has never been intimidating to me."
But then, he had plenty of talent to begin with, says Dr.
Thomas Pagel, the associate professor of communication
who gave Allen an "A" in television performance and
production.
'As teachers, we can recognize, focus, and enhance a
student's abilities, but we can 't give them the talent,"
Pagel says. "No question about it, Tim had a unique,
special gift. For the show to get ratings like this in its
first year is an exceptional achievement. I'm happy for
him. "
Pagel adds that he couldn't resist the chance to be
the "Old Prof'' and send Allen a "critique" after the first few episodes
of "Home Improvement."
"He knows me pretty well,"
Allen says. "He included some
suggestions that were very
insightful, mentioning where
our strengths were and where
he could see potential problems.
I passed them on to my writers. "
At WMU in the mid-1970s,
Allen was part of a unique
group of creative students.
"Everyone we hung out
with was involved in a ere-

"Wisecrack Wisdom," "Tim Allen,"
and "Don 't make me laugh" stories by Janet Jones, B.A. '90.
"A funny thing happened" story
by Cindy Paavola, M.A. '86.
"Wisecrack Wisdom " and "A fun ny thing happened" illustrations
by Joe VanOerBos, BFA. '86.
"Tim Allen with sweatshirt" photos
by Kevin Anderson
"Home Improvement set" photos
courtesy of Touchstone Pictures
and Television

ative field," says William J. Ludwig, B.S. '77, Allen's best
college buddy who's now a Detroit advertising executive.
"We wanted to change the world but didn't have a cause,
so most people in our class thought 'those guys just don't
take life seriously.'"
Ludwig was supposedly the one (nobody quite remembers) who dared Allen to do his first stand-up routine at
the Detroit-area Comedy Castle in 1979. "He killed them
that night and every night since," Ludwig says. "He s got
such a wonderful, down-to-earth demeanor that comes
across on stage and endears him to the audience."
It was a former roommate, Kevin Brady, B. B.A. '82, who
introduced Allen to the Comedy Castle. Brady, a promoter
and general manager of Kalamazoo's State Theatre,
remembers A1len's
early days in comedy. "Even then his
delivery was always
professional. He
could walk into a
room full of
strangers and
immediately take
command," Brady
says. "Tim has this
incredible charisma.
His stage presence
is really quite
remarkable-he's
got
a great look and
Tim Allen and co-star Patricia Richarda
good
comedy
son mesh well as the family-oriented
voice and sense of
couple on "Home Impro vement. "
timing. Tim is actually much funnier than his material."
Alumni may recall Allen's budding talents when he and
his creative cohorts banded together to write and perform
"Five Finger Salute," a half-hour comedy hour on the student radio station WIDR. Allen describes the show as
"long on concept, short on humor-'strange cow, Dr.
cience' kind of stuff. It was really very inventive," he
says, "probably overly so for the late '70s and the state of
mind we were in."
Yet even back then, his friends knew his potential.
"There were seven of us, and we'd get together a couple
nights a week to write and record the show," recalls
Richard "Russ" McQuaid, B.S. '80, now a reporter for
WIBC Radio in Indianapolis, Indiana.
"We'd record about eighteen miles of tape for a halfhour program. We were all an amusing bunch of guys,
but Tim was that much quicker, always one step
ahead of us bouncing
off ideas and conceptualizing at
seventy
miles an hour.
He had the rubbery face and did
double takes even
then. Now when
I'm watching his
show, I'll say to
myself, 'I've seen
that look before.'
He was the sharpest
guy we had; we
knew he had a
real future.'
And what a
future it's turned
out to be. Magazine covers featuring his
impish mug
and accolades
touting his
comedic
genius are
piling up
nearly as fast as
the sawdust
around his workbench.
In addition to
Tim Allen and
Patricia Richardson,
the cast of "Home
Improvement"
includes. from bottom
left (clockwise)
Jonathan Taylor
Thomas, Zachery Ty
Bryan, and Taran
Smith
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Interviewers from such prestigious publications as People
magazine, TV Guide, and the Washington Po t, Los
Angeles Times and Westerner are hammering at his door.
If all that weren't enough, Allen took his stand-up routine
on a thirty-city sell-out tour thi summ rand began a
massive Builder's quare advertising campaign that in
one television spot hows him dr aming of painting th
White House while chatting with the president.
But the sudden ascent to high-profile celebrity ha n't
been without its more stressful moments. Ju t before
"Home Improvement's" premiere in fall 1991 Allen
impressed many people by taking th offen e again t
tabloid journalists who were ready to break a story about
the twenty-eight months he spent in a Minn ota f deral
correctional facility for a 1979 drug conviction. His
honest, forthright approach and Middle-American likeability won Allen the support of hi fan and "Home
Improvement's" parent company, Walt Disney Television.
This September the hit series will be moving to
Wednesday nights at 9 p.m. on ABC, and hances are good
that the show will retain its high-voltag app al. After all,
Allen may have hit the big time, but he and hi crew have
constructed a comedy classic with a foundation o solid
that it should stand for many s a on to come.

Don't make me laugh,
comedy study breaks?

"There's a very big market for comedy today, much more
so than in the past," says Kimberly ykes assistant director of Western Michigan Univer ity's tudent life offic .
To fill that need on campus, student lit creat d the
comedy club Bernie' After Hour . "We bring national talent to campus," ykes say , ' people you've een on MT
and HBO. It's a great release for students. Bernie' give
them a chance to take a break from tudying and get out
for an hour or two. And its cheap- admission is only 1."
Last year students packed the North Ballroom of th
Bernhard Center to see A. J. Jamal Bertice Berry Randell
Sheridan, and Tom DeLuca. This year' chedul e incl ude
Janeane Garofalo and Carrot Top.
Miller Auditorium has al o jump don the comedy
bandwagon with some "reeeally biiig" tar such a Jay
Leno, Jerry Seinfeld, George Carlin, and Bill Co by.
The Young Black Male upport Network has followed
suit by sponsoring an appearance by Martin Lawrence,
popular stand-up comic and co- tar f th hit movie ,

Boomerrang.

Around town the big trend toward funny bu ine s i
perhaps best illustrated up in light in front of the tate
Theatre, where the marquee has announced visits to
Kalamazoo by such headliners a Tim II n, B.. '76,
George Carlin, Paula Poundstone, Elayne Booster, Pauly
Shore, Steven Wright, Jay Leno, the lat am Kini on,
and Heywood Banks, who att nded WMU in the 1960 .
Tim Allen filmed his 1990 howtim comedy special,
"Tim Allen Rewires America," at the tate Theatre.

A funny thing
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"First I set up the television and video tape in the room
where we were having the social hour, " he ay . "We had a
company put together a program about WMU. The tape
rewound itself continuously, so I didn 't have to tend it
and people could watch it while they w re socializing. I
went off to greet people and take car of Ia t-minute
details, you know, arrange the nam tags, s t up the display table, verify the menu count.
All through the social hour, awed participant kept ay·
ing things like, ' You know, that tape of campus, things
sure have changed."
' I know," our industrious staff member kept repeating,
"you really should come back for a vi it and ee.
'When the ocial hour was over and we were ready for
dinner I went in to stop the video," he say . "Just a I was
about to hit the button, I heard the commentator say,
'and here at Penn State, we also offer. .. .'
"Somehow, at the end of our program, th company
had tacked on a program they'd done for Penn tate
University. No wonder people couldn't b li ve how different Western looked. What do you do when something like
that happens? When we started dinner, I ju t aid, On
behalf of Penn tate, welcome.' "

